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(54) INFORMATION DATA MULTIPLEXING TRANSMISSION SYSTEM, MULTIPLEXER AND 

DEMULTIPLEXER USED THEREFOR, AND ERROR CORRECTING ENCODER AND DECODER 



(57) A multiplexing unit on the transmitting side esti- 
mates information amounts supplied from respective 
signal processing units, determines a multiplex code on 
the basis of respective information amounts, derives a 
parity of the first determined multiplex code to form a 
second multiplex code, adds a CRC to each of the mul- 
tiplex codes to generate two headers HI and H2. takes 
out information data of respective media according to 



the multiplex codes, incorporates the information data 
into a packet together with the two headers HI and H2. 
and outputs the packet. If error correction of HI is 
impossible on the receiving side, error correction 
decoding is conducted by using the header H2. If error 
correction of H2 is also impossible, error correction 
decoding is conducted collectively for H1 and H2. 
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Technical Field 



5 [0001] The present invention relates to a multimedia information data multiplex transmission system for putting infor- 
mation data of a plurality of kinds each having an arbitrary information content into a single packet and conducting mul- 
tiplexed radio transmission, and its multiplexer and demultiplexer. The present invention further relates to an error 
correction encoder and decoder suitable for application to this system. 

10 Background Art 

[0002] For implementing radio multimedia. It is necessary to multiplex and transmit media information such as image 
data, voice data, additional data, and the like. Especially for giving and taking these kinds of information by using a 
mobile communication terminal, it is important that the information is made to be capable of being transmitted in a poor 

/5 environment such as a multi-path fading environmerrt. 

[0003] Heretofore. ITU-T recommendation H,223 has been standardized as a scheme concerning multimedia multi- 
iplexing. This scheme implements multimedia multiplexing of packet multiplexing type in an existing telephone network 
An example of H.223 is shown in FIG. 13A. In FIG. ISA, LCN represents logical channel. AL adaptation layer. PM 
packet marker. MUX and multiplexing. 

20 [0004] Typically, in a MUX packet, a header is disposed at its head. In succession, four voice bytes (LCN1). one data 
byte (LCN2). two image (video) bytes (LCN3). one data byte (LCN2). and two image bytes (LCN3) are disposed in the 
cited order In the example of FIG. 13A. however, image data finishes in the middle of a MUX packet, and consequently 
only one byte is accommodated in a two-byte capacity in the last LCN3, This is indicated by setting a PM bit in the next 
packet header to "1 

25 [0005] The format of the header is shown in FIG. 13B. With reference to FIG. 138. by referring to an entry of a multi- 
plex table in a four-bit MC (multiplex code) field, it is specified which media information is represented by each byte of 
an information field. A three-bit HEC (header error control) field provides an error detection function of the MC field 
using a three-bit CRC (As for details, see "ITU-T Draft recommendation H.223. for example.) 

[0006] By the way. H.223 has been determined on condition that multimedia multiplexing of packet multiplexing type 

30 is implemented in an existing telephone network having a comparatively fine transmission quality as described above. 
In order to raise the transmission efficiency, the header is protected by the three-bit CRC alone. 
[0007] In radio multimedia communication, however, the transmission channel state Is made poor by fading or the like. 
If it is attempted to apply H.223 to radio multimedia communication as it is, therefore, then such a situation cannot be 
coped with by the CRC of three bits or so. and header errors frequently occur. This results in a problem that contents 

35 of the multiplex table cannot be read and discard of MUX packets frequently occurs. 

[0008] Furthermore, the length of the MUX packets is not always constant, but changes according to the Information 
content of each media information as shown in the example of FIG. 13A as well. If packets of such a variable length are 
transmitted through a poor radio transmission channel, then packet synchronizing cannot be attained or the packet 
length cannot be found on the receiving side, resulting in frequent discard of MUX packets. 

40 [0009] On the other hand, payloads containing information such as data, voice, and data cannot be decoded correctly 
either regardless of the received result of header information, if the radio transmission channel is brought into a poor 
state. Heretofore, therefore, there has been proposed such a scheme as to protect the payload by applying convolution 
encoding to information of each of image, voice, and data. (As for details, see. for example. "Proposal for High Level 
Approach of H.324 / Annex C Mode r. Qll-A-llb. ITU-T Q 11 / WP2 / SG16. June 1997.) 

45 (001 0] If it is attempted to securely protect the information of the payload. however, it is necessary to encode all of the 
information to be protected, resulting in a lowered transmission efficiency. This is a serious problem especially in a sys- 
tem having a limited transmission band such as a mobile communication system. 

[0011] As a scheme for putting information data of a plurality of kinds such as multimedia information into a packet 
and conducting multiplex transmission, there is a scheme standardized on condition that transmission is conducted via 

50 a wire telephone network as heretofore described. If this standardized scheme is employed as it is in a radio communi- 
cation system, however, detection errors of header information are frequently caused on the receiving side by the poor 
transmission channel state. Since the multiplex table cannot be read, discard of packets frequently occur. Especially in 
the case where the packet length is variable, there occurs such a state that the packet synchronizing cannot be attained 
or the packet length cannot be recognized, resulting in a substantially disabled state in communication. 

55 [001 2] On the other hand, for the payload. there has been proposed such a scheme as to protect it by using an error 
correction code such as a convolutional code. If it is attempted to decode information securely on the receiving side by 
using a conventional scheme, however, the transmission efficiency of the information- significantly falls. This poses an 
especially serious problem in a mobile communication system in which it is difficult to secure a wide transmission band. 
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Disclosure of invention 



[0013] A first object of the present invention is to provide an information data multiplex transmission system and its 
multiplexer and demultiplexer capable of reproducing header information favorably even in the case where transmission 
5 is conducted via a poor transmission channel, thereby reading the multiplex table accurately, and lowering the packet 
. discard rate. 

[0014] A second object of the present invention is to provide an information multiplex transmission system, its multi- 
plexer and demultiplexer, an error correction encoder, and an error correction decoder capable of decoding and repro- 
ducing payloads securely without significantly deteriorating the transmission efficiency even in the case where 
/o transmission is conducted via a poor transmission channel, and thereby having a high transmission efficiency and 
excellent protection performance. 

[0015] In order to achieve the above described first and secorxj objects, the present invention provides the following 
configurations. 

;5 (1) In an information transmission system for inserting information into a packet and transmitting the packet, a 
transmitting side generates a plurality of error correction data making the information independently restorable. 
inserts these enror correction data into a.packet together with the information in a predetermined position relation, 
and transmits the packet. 

If on the receiving side at least one of a plurality of error correction data can be received and reproduced, it 
20 becomes possible owing to such a configuration to correct transmission errors of information on the basis of the 
error correction data and reproduce the information. For example, even in a mobile communication system having 
a poor transmission channel quality, therefore, highly reliable information transmission can be corxJucted. 

(2) (n an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one 
packet and conducting multiplex transmission, a transmitting side generates a plurality of header information 

25 pieces, each of the plurality of header information pieces including a multiplex code indicating disposition positions 
in the packet according to kinds of information data inserted in the packet and including error detection bits for 
detecting a receiving error of the multiplex code, causes each header information piece to include error correction 
data making the header information piece independently restorable. inserts header information pieces in predeter- 
mined positions of the packet, inserts the plurality of kinds of information data in positions of the packet indicated 

30 by the multiplex code, and transmits the packet. 

In such a configuration, header are provided with an error correction capability. Even in a mobile communica- 
tion system having a poor transmission channel quality, therefore, headers can be reproduced correctly. In addition, 
a plurality of headers are transmitted. If at least one of a plurality of headers can be received and reproduced, 
therefore, it becomes possible to correct transmission errors of information on the basis of the header and reprb- 

35 duce the information. As a result, packets discarded due to an unreadable multiplex table can be reduced. Even in 
a mobile communication system or the like having a poor transmission channel quality, therefore, highly reliable 
information transmission can be conducted. 

(3) In the configuration of (2). multiplexing is effected while conducting processing so as to make all packets have 
a predetermined length. In other words, the packet length is made to be a fixed length. Owing to such a configura- 

40 tion, configuration of the encoding and decoding means can be simplified. 

(4) In the configuration of (2). a receiving side extracts one out of a plurality of header information pieces inserted 
in a packet, conducts error detection arxS error correction, and, if error correction is impossible, extracts another 
header information piece arxJ conducts error detection and error correction, and repetitively executes processing 
of extracting another header information piece and conducting error detection and error correction for all header 

45 information pieces until errorless header information piece is reproduced. 

By doing so. an errorless header information piece out of a plurality of header information pieces can be repro- 
duced. 

(5) If all header information pieces cannot be corrected in error in the configuration of (4), all header information 
pieces are subjected together to error correction processing using a coupled code. 

50 Even if all header information pieces cannot be individually reproduced, such a configuration makes it possible 

to reproduce the header information by conducting error correction on all header information pieces collectively. 

(6) In an information data multiplexing apparatus of a transmitting apparatus used in an information data multiplex 
transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one packet and conducting multiplex 
transmission. 

55 

the information data multiplexing apparatus includes: an information content estimation means for estimating 
information amounts respectively of the plurality of kinds of information data; a multiplex code generation 
means for generating a first multiplex code indicating disposition positions in the packet on the basis of the 
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information amounts of^spective information data estimated by the information content estimation means 
and further generating a second multiplex co0e having a fixed relation with the first multiplex code- a header 
.ntormation generation means for adding error detection and correction code data for detecting and correcting 
^^nT^nnVr ? °V"'^"^* ^ '"""'P'^'' the multiplex code geneSon 

the info^ma ion'S^^^^^^^ VJ!:' '""'"^ '""^"^ information; and a packet generation means for storing 

II ~h"e mXx crs^''"' *" ''' '''''' -'"^ ^--^ '^^'^ - 

*K 7? apparatus of the transmitting side has such a configuration. Even if in the apparatus of the receiving side 
Ic^elTK ^^roduced by itse«. therefore, it becomes possible to reproduce the S muSipS 

code on the basis of the second multiplex code. On the basis of the reproduced multiplex code, each information 
data can be taken out from the packet. manon 

(7) In the configuration of (6). a parity of the first multiplex code is used as the second multiplex code In other 

Vro?r*^"^*"^ "'"^ •° '''^ •""'^'P'^'^ « multiplex Se' 

T^^JH °* concatenated code, a convolutional code and a Hamming code can be 

mentioned. If a convolut,onal code .s used, the most likelihood decoding scheme can be used. As a result the -rror 

an error detection function us.ng the Hamming code, and hence existing decoding means complying with H aS 
advantageously need only to be provided with an error correction function o P yng witn M.zza 

^^hIIh ^ co."<i9uration of the packet generation means, such a configuration as to store the first and 
second header information m an identical packet, and such a configuration as to store the first and second header 
tioT^hlT P^-^*^^*^ f « conceivable. The former one has an advantage that the insertl^^rSu^ 

!n«i^L K J ^" ^"^'f ''^- "^^ has an advantage that the error correction capabiHty 

thlrPh! ^rLf""^ ?^ "^'"■"3 ^"^ ►^^ad^^ information pieces lo^arS 

thereby providing an interleaving effect. <=» .y «»iiu 

(12) In the configuration of (6). it is desirable that the multiplex code generation means determines the multiplex 
codes so as to make all packets have a predetermined length. By doing so. fixed-length packets can be transmitted 
In a mobile communication system, highly reliable packet transmission can be effected transmitted, 
iincmf •'"*°''"f ""^''^^^ demultiplexing apparatus of a receiving apparatus used in an information data multiplex 

orr,T'1^?lH?rH f °^ information data having arbitrary information amounts inS 

one packet and conducting multiplex transmission, 

11 "r^r^"""^ ""^^ '![^* ^'^ information pieces having a multiplex code indicating disposi- 

tion positions in the packet according to the plurality of kinds of information data and error detection arwTcor- 
lnH?»!l'"f ^ data for detecting and correcting receiving errors of the multiplex code are stored in the packet 
and the plurality of information data are stored in positions of the packet indicated by the multiplex codr 

tion JltrJJtllrm^^ information data demultiplexing apparatus of a receiving apparatus includes a header infbrma- 

^!LnH H H Z «'^^«*=t'"9 fi-^* second information pieces from the packet, and first, 

second, and third demultiplexing means. . ai. 

Rrst. the first demultiplexing means conducts error detection on the first header information piece If there are 
on ThlT..: / ,"2 '^^^"^ demultiplexes and outputs the plurality of information data from the packet 

on the basis of the multiplex code included in the header information piece. When an error is detected by the first 
nfr^ !nH^H ^ ""^^T f '='^'""'«P'«^'"9 means conducts error correction of the first header information 

alllL ^ n ^ T?H . '^V^ " '""^'^ "° demultiplexing means demulti- 

TJ^^.T o"tP"te the pluralrty of information data from the packet on the basis of the multiplex code included in 
the header information piece corrected in error Furthermore, when an error is detected by the second demultiolex- 
ing means as well, the third demultiplexing means conducts error detection of the second header information pece 
om u°.^'°[!- ^''i demultiplexing means demultiplexes and outputs the plurality of information data 

from the packet on the basis of the multiplex code included in the header information piece 

.i.ntT^''^'!^^ =*at«- ''^^ «'^st- second and third demultiplexing means are thus used by 

stages .n order to demultiplex the information data. For example, in such a state that the transmission channel qual- 
. y IS poor, therefore, all of the first to third demultiplexing means are used, and the error detection and erro^conr^- 
tion of three stages are conducted, accurate information data demultiplexing being made possible. On the other 
hand, in such a state that the transmission quality is comparatively fine, demultiplexing of the information data can 
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jnoMiS), a fourth demultiplexing means is provided. Wl 



(14) In the configurationTT (13), a fourth demultiplexing means is provided. When an error is detected by the third 
demultiplexing means, the fourth demultiplexing means conducts error correction of the second header information 
piece and then conducts error detection again. It there are no errors, the fourth demultiplexing means demultiplexes 
and outputs the plurality of information data from the packet on the basis of the multiplex, code included in the 

5 header information piece corrected in error 

(15) In the configuration of (14). a fifth demultiplexing means is further provided. When an error is detected by the 
fourth demultiplexing means, the fifth demultiplexing means conducts error correction of the first header information 
piece and the second header information piece collectively and then conducts error detection again. If there are no 
errors, the fifth demultiplexing means demultiplexes and outputs the plurality of information data from the packet on 

10 the basis of the multiplex code included in the first or second header information piece corrected in error. 

Even in a case where the transmission channel quality is very poor and the first to third demultiplexing means 
cannot demultiplex the information data, it becomes possible in the configuratibn heretofore described to restore 
the header information by using the fourth and fifth demultiplexing means. As a result, accurate demultiplexing of 
the information data becomes possible. 

15 (16) When in the configuration of (2) the header information piece includes a packet marker representing a contin- 

uation state between packets, a multiplex code field specifying kinds of information data inserted in the packet, and 
a header error control field having an error detection function, the transmitting side includes means for inserting a 
plurality of the packet markers in the header information piece repetitively. The receiving side includes means for 
conducting a majority decision on the plurality of packet markers and reproducing one correct packet marker. 

20 Owing to such a configuration, it becomes possible on the ireceiving side to reproduce a correct packet marker 

by using such an extremely simple configuration that a plurality of packet markers are inserted. Even under such a 
condition that the transmission quality is poor, therefore, packets can be recognized correctly and packet discard 
ratio can be reduced. 

(1 7) In an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data having 
25 arbitrary information amounts into one packet, inserting header Information including at least a multiplex code indi- 
cating disposition positions of the plurality of kinds of informations data within the packet into the packet, and con- 
ducting multiplex transmission. 

the transmitting side includes a means for adding an error correction code formed of a Reed-Solomon code to 
30 at least one of the plurality of kinds of information data. 

The receiving side includes a means for conducting error correction decoding processing on the plurality of 
kinds of information data which have been received, on the basis of error correction codes added to the information 
35 data and thereby reproducing the plurality of kinds of information data. 

( 1 8) An information data transmitting apparatus includes an error detection code addition means for adding an error 
detection code to first information data to be transmitted and outputting second information data; an error correction 
encoding means for encoding the second information data output from the enror detection code addition means, by 
using an error correction code formed of a Reed-Solomon code and outputting third information data; and a header 

40 addition means for adding a control header having control information representing a transmission form of the infor- 
nnation data inserted therein to the third information data output from the error correction encoding means. 

In such a configuration, error correction can be conducted on the information data while taking a symbol as the 
unit by using an error correction code formed of a Reed-Solomon code. As a result, it becomes possible to effec- 
tively protect the information data from burst errors. 

45 (19) In the configuration of (18). the error correction encoding means conducts error correction encoding on the 

second information data by using a Reed-Solomon code over GF(2®). 

This configuration is effective in the case where the information data length is a fixed length. Furthermore, by 
using a Reed-Solomon code over GF(2®). error correction encoding and decoding processing taking 8 bits as the 
unit becomes possible. Therefore, it is also possible to assure the conformity with H.223 which is an existing 

50 scheme. 

(20) In the configuration of (18). the error correction encoding means conducts error correction encoding on the 
. second information data by using a shortened Reed-Solomon code. 

By using a shortened Reed-Solomon code, the present invention can be applied to variable-length information 
data as well. In other words, in multimedia communication including images, a variable-length encoding scheme is 
55 typically adopted as the image encoding scheme. Therefore, the information data length varies from frame to 

frame. By conducting error correction encoding by using a shortened Reed-Solomon code, however, the length var- 
iation of the information data can also be coped with. 

(21) In the configuration of (20). the error correction encoding means includes: an encoder main body for conduct- 



5 



10 



15 



20 



25 



EP 0 935 363 A1 

ing error correction encoding processing on the second information data which has been shift-input by using a 
shortened Reed-Solomon code; and an order reversal means for shift-inputting a plurality of information elements 
formmg the second information data to the encoder main body in descending order of term degree of an informa- 
tion polynomial and causing the information elements to be subjected to error con-ection encoding processing. 

Owing to such a configuration, a shortened Reed-Solomon encoding processing can be Irrplemented while 
using a general purpose Reed-Solomon encoder as it is. 

(22) In the configuration of (20). the error correction encoding means includes an encoder main body for conducting 
error correction encoding processing on the second information data which has been shift-input by using a Reed- 
Solomon code: a comparison means for comparing a length of the second information data with a predetermined 
fixed length; a null code addition means; and a null code deletion means. If the length of the second information 
data IS judged to be shorter than the fixed length by the comparison means, the null code addition means adds a 
null code sequence having a length corresponding to a difference to the second information data, shift-inputs the 
second information.data having the null code sequence thus added thereto to the encoder main body, and causes 
the error correction encoding processing. The null code deletion means deletes a null code sequence correspond- 
ing to the null code sequence added by the null code addition means from the information data subjected to error 
correction decoding in the encoder main body, and outputting a shortened third information data. 

Owing to such a configuration, en-or con-ection encoding using a shortened Reed-Solomon code can be imole- 
mented. 

(23) In an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into 
one packet, inserting header information including at least a multiplex code indicating disposition positions of the 
plurality of kinds of informations data within the packet into the packet, and conducting multiplex transmission, 

the transmitting side includes a means for adding an error correction code to first information data to be trans- 
mitted, then adding an en-or correction code formed of a shortened Reed-Solomon code over GF(2®) to the 
information data having the en-or correction code thus added thereto, further adding a control header having 
control information representing a transmission form of the information data inserted therein to the information 
data thus output, and transmitting resultant information data. 



30 The receiving side includes a means for conducting error correction decoding processing on the information 

data which has been received, on the basis of error correction code formed of the shortened Reed-Solomon code 
over GF(2 ) added to the information data and thereby reproducing the information data. 

(24) An information data transmitting apparatus includes: an error detection code addition means for adding an 
en-or detectfon code to first information data to be transmitted and outputting second information data; an error cor- 

35 rection encoding means for encoding the second information data output from the error detection code addition 
means, by using an error correction code formed of a shortened Reed-Solomon code over QF{2^) and outputting 
third information data; and a header addition means for adding a control header having control information repre- 
senting a transmission form of the information data inserted therein to the third information data output from the 
error correction encoding means. 

configuration of (23) and (24). the information data can be effectively protected from burst errors by using 
a Reed-Solomon code. In addition, since a shortened Reed-Solomon code is used, the configuration can be 
applied to variable-length Reed-Solomon code as well. Furthermore, by using a Reed-Solomon code over GF(2^). 
en-or coirection encoding and decoding processing while taking 8 bits as the unit becomes possible. As a result! 
the conformity with H.223 which is an existing scheme can be ensured. 

45 (25) In a receiving apparatus for communicating with a transmitting apparatus, the transmitting apparatus generat- 
ing a first parity signal formed of arbitrary elements according to a first encoding rule with respect to a transmitting 
signal formed of an arbitrary number of elements, generating a second parity signal formed of an arbitrary number 
of elements according to a second encoding rule with respect to at least a part of the transmitting signal and the 
first parity signal, and generating and transmitting a transmitting encoded signal by combining the transmitting sig- 

so nal and the first and second parity signals. 

the receiving apparatus includes: a means for receiving the transmitting encoded signal and outputting a 
received encoded signal including the first and second parity signals; a first decoding means for conducting 
most likelihood decoding on the received encoded signal including the first parity signal: a second decoding 
55 means for conducting most likelihood decoding on a received encoded signal including the first parity signal; a 

second decoding means for conducting most likelihood decoding on a received encoded signal including the 
second parity signal; and a means for calculating distance values respectively between decoded signals 
obtained by the first and second decoding means and the received signal, and reproducing the transmitting 
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Owing to such a configuration, the received encoded signal including the first parity signal and the received 
encoded signal including the second parity signal are decoded by using the most likelihood decoding scheme hav- 
ing a high error correaion capability. In addition, on the basis of a decoded signal having higher reliability out of the 
two decoded signals thus obtained, the transmitted encoded signal is reproduced. As a result, highly reliable signal 
reproduction can be conducted. 

(26) In a receiving apparatus for communicating with a transmitting apparatus, the transmitting apparatus generat- 
ing a first parity signal formed of arbitrary elements according to a first encoding rule with respect to a transmitting 
signal formed of an arbitrary number of elements, generating a second parity signal formed of an arbitrary number 
of elements according to a second encoding rule with respect to at least a part of the transmitting signal and the 
first parity signal, and generating and transmitting a transmitting encoded signal by combining the transmitting sig- 
nal and the first and second parity signals. 

the receiving apparatus includes: a means for receiving the transmitting encoded signal and outputting a 
received encoded signal including the first and second parity signals: a first amending and decoding means for 
amending the received encoded signal including the first parity signal on the basis of a first amending signal. 
' then conducting most likelihood decoding on a resultant signal, outputting a decoded signal together with infor- 
mation representing reliability of the decoded signal, and using the reliability information as the first amending 
signal; a second amending and decoding means for amending the received encoded signal including the sec- 
ond parity signal on the basis of a second amending signal, then conducting most likelihood decoding on a 
resultant signal, outputting a decoded signal together with information representing reliability of the decoded 
signal, and using the reliability information as the second amending signal; and a control means for causing 
the amending and decoding processing to be repetitively conducted by the first amending and decoding means 
a predetermined number of times and causing the amending and decoding processing to be repetitively con- 
ducted by the second amending and decoding means a predetermined number of times, and reproducing the 
transmitting encoded signal on the basis of the received encoded signal, the first amendment, and the second 
amendment. 



Owing to such a configuration, the received encoded signal including the first parity signal and the received 
encoded signal including the second parity signal are decoded by using the most likelihood decoding scheme hav- 
ing an input amending function according to the reliability information. As compared with the case where the most 
likelihood decoding is simply conducted, further highly reliable signal reproduction can be implemented. 
(27) In an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data having 
arbitrary information amounts into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission, 

the transmitting side includes: a first encoding means for generating a first parity signal formed of arbitrary ele- 
ments according to a first encoding rule with respect to a first transmitting signal formed of an arbitrary number 
of elements; a first interleaving means for altering order of elements of the first transmitting signal; a second 
encoding means for generating a second parity signal formed of arbitrary elements according to a second 
encoding rule with respect to a second transmitting signal altered in element order by the first interleaving 
means; and a means for generating and transmitting a transmitting encoded signal including the first transmit- 
ting signal and the first and second parity signals. 

The receiving side includes: a means for receiving the transmitting encoded signal, and outputting a received 
encoded signal including the first received signal, the first received parity signal, and the second parity signal; a first 
decoding means for adding an adjustment signal formed of an arbitrary number of elements to the first received 
signal and the first received parity signal, thereby generating a first decoding input signal, and generating a decod- 
ing output signal from the first decoding input signal; a first amending means for amending the adjustment signal 
on the basis of the first decoding output signal; a second interleaving means for conducting interleaving processing 
on the first received signal, and outputting a second received signal: a second decoding means for adding the 
adjustment signal to the second received signal and the second received parity signal, thereby generating a second 
decoding input signal, and generating a second decoding output signal from the second decoding input signal; a 
second amending means for amending the adjustment signal on the basis of the second decoding output signal; a 
control means for causing the generation processing of the first decoding output signal in the first decoding means 
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and amending processing of the adjustment signal in the first amending means, and the generation processing of 
the second decoding output signal in the second decoding means and amending processing of the adjustment sig- 
nal in the second amending means to be repetitively executed a predetermined number of times; and a means for 
setting so as to change the number of times of repetition for specific elements of the first and second received sig- 
nals. 

In such a configuration, a favorable effect can be obtained against burst errors by conducting interleaving, in 
the same way as the case where a plurality of header information pieces are transmitted at time intervals. In addi- 
tion, in the case where a plurality of header Information pieces are transmitted at time intenmJs. the effect against 
burst en'ors is lowered if the packet length is short. Even if the packet length is short, however, a sufficient effect is 
obtained by conducting interleaving. 

(28) In a multiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of 
kinds of information data into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission. 

the multiplexing apparatus includes: a division means for dividing each of the plurality of kinds of information 
data into an important part and an unimportant part: a first error connection encoding means for conducting 
error correction encoding on the important part resulting from the division in the division means by using a first 
error correction code; a header generation means for generating first header information representing a 
boundary between encoded information data of the important part yielded by the first error correction encoding 
means and the unimportant data; a second error correction encoding means for conducting error correction 
encoding on a new information data group Including the encoded information data of the important part yielded 
by the first error correction encoding means, the first header information, and information data of the unimpor- 
tant part, by using a second error correction code; a multiplexing means for inserting encoded information data 
groups corresponding to the plurality of kinds of information data, yielded by the second error correction encod- 
ing means into predetermined positions of the packet, respectively; and a means for adding second header 
Information representing a multiplexing state to the encoded information data groups multiplexed by the multi- 
plexing means. 




Owing to such a configuration, it becomes possible to provide an especially important part of the information 
data with a double error correction function. As compared with case where all information data are subjected to 
error correction coding under the same condition, therefore, the information data can be transmitted with a high 
quality without lowering the transmission efficiency. 

(29) In (28). the header generation means has a function of generating an error detection code for conducting en-pr 
detection on the first header information: and the second error correction encoding means conducts error correc- 
tion encoding on a new information data group including the encoded information data of the important part yielded 
by the first error correction encoding means, the first header information and the error detection code thereof, and 
the information data of the unimportant part, by using the second error correction code. 

By doing so, it is possible to provide the first header information representing the code length of the information 
data encoded by using the first errpr correction code. 

(30) In the configuration of (28), the multiplexing apparatus further includes: an acquisition means for acquiring 
information representing a quality of a transmission channel; and an encoding control means for supplying the new 
information group to the multiplexing means without conducting the second error correction encoding if the quality 
of the transmission channel acquired by the acquisition means is better than a predetermined quality. 

Owing to such a configuration, the second error correction encoding processing is omitted in the case where 
the transmission channel is comparatively fine. As a result, the processing delay caused by the decoding process- 
ing can be reduced. 

(31) In a demultiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of 
kinds of information data into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission. 

the demultiplexing apparatus includes: a demultiplexing means for demultiplexing a plurality of kinds of 
•encoded information data groups inserted in a received packet, on the basis of second header information rep- 
resenting a multiplex state thereof; a second error correction decoding means for conducting second error cor- 
rection decoding processing on each of the plurality of kinds of encoded information data groups demultiplexed 
by the demultiplexing means; a first error correction decoding means for dividing each of the decoded informa- 
tion data groups yielded by the second error correction decoding means into encoded information data of an 
important part and decoded information data of an unimportant part on the basis of first header information 
included in the decoded information data group, and conducting first error correction decoding processing on 
the encoded information data of the important part; and a means for reproducing original information data from 
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decoded informatlorreata of the important part yielded by the first error correction decoding means and the 
decoded information data of the unimportant part. 



Even if the transmission channel quality is poor, such a configuration makes it possible to reproduce the 
encoded data of the important part accurately by conducting the error correction decoding processing. As a result, 
the original data can be reproduced to such a degree that the user can at least decipher it. 
(32) In a multiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of 
kinds of information data into one packet arid conducting multiplex transmission, 

the multiplexing apparatus includes: a division means for dividing each of the plurality of kinds of information 
data into an important part and an unimportant part: an error correction encoding means for conducting error 
correction encoding on the important part resulting from the division in the division means by using an error 
correction code; a header generation means for generating first header information representing a boundary 
between encoded information data of the important part yielded by the error correction encoding means and 
information data of the unimportant part; a multiplexing means for inserting new information data each includ- 
ing the encoded information data of the important part yielded by the error correction encoding means, the 
header information generated by the header generation means, and the information data of the unimportant 
part, into predetermined positions of the packet, respectively; and a means for adding second header informa- 
tion representing a multiplexing state thereof to the new information data multiplexed by the multiplexing means 
and transmitting resulting information data. 



Owing to such a configuration, it becomes possible to provide an important part of the information data with an 
error correction function. As compared with case where ail information data are subjected to error correction coding 
under the same condition, therefore, the information data can be efficiently protected against errors without lower- 
ing the transmission efficiency. 

(33) In the configuration of (32), the header generation means has a function of generating an error detection code 
for conducting error detection of the first header information, and the multiplexing means inserts new information 
data each Including the encoded information data of the Important part yielded by the error correction, encoding 
means, the first header information generated by the header generation means, and the information data of the 
unimportant part, into predetermined positions of the packet, respectively. 

By doing so. an error of the first header information can be detected in the apparatus of the receiving side. 

(34) In a demultiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of 
kinds of information data into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission. 

the demultiplexing apparatus includes: a demultiplexing means for demultiplexing a plurality of kinds of infor- 
mation data groups inserted in a received packet, on the basis of second header information representing a 
multiplex state thereof: an error correction decoding means for dividing each of the plurality kinds of information 
data groups demultiplexed by the demultiplexing means into encoded information data of an important part and 
information data of an unimportant part on the basis of first header information included in the information data 
group, and conducting error correction decoding processing on the encoded information data of the important 
part; and a means for reproducing original information data from decoded information data of the important 
part yielded.by the error correction decoding means and the information data of the unimportant part. 

(35) In an error correction encoding apparatus provided in an information transmission apparatus. 

the error correction encoding apparatus includes: a first error correction encoding means for generating a first 
inspection signal sequence for a first information signal sequence and a second information signal sequence 
requiring more intense error protection than the first information signal sequence; a transmitting interleaving 
means for changing element order of the second information signal sequence; a second error correction 
encoding means for generating a second inspection signal sequence for the second information signal 
sequence changed in order by the transmitting interleaving means; and a transmitting means for transmitting 
an encoded signal including the first and second information signal sequences and the first and second inspec- 
tion signal sequences onto a transmission channel. 



In such an error correction encoding apparatus, it is possible to conduct double error correction encoding on 
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the seconci information signal which is included and the transmission information and which requires intense error 
protection. 

(36) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus described in (35), 



the error correction decoding apparatus includes: 

a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the first and second infor- 
mation signal sequences included in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal 
sequence included in the encoded signal, and outputting first and second decoded information signal 
sequences: a receiving interleaving means for changing element order of the second decoded information sig- 
nal sequence output from the first error correction decoding means: a second error correction decoding means 
for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded information signal sequence changed In order 
by the receiving interleaving means, on the basis of the second inspection signal sequence included in the 
received encoded signal, and outputting the second decoded information signal sequence further subjected to 
the error correction: and a receiving deinterleaving means for restoring the second decoded information signal 
sequence output from the second error correction decoding means, to the original element order. 

(37) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from tfie 
error correction encoding apparatus described in (35). 



the en-or correction decoding apparatus includes: a receiving interleaving means for changing element order 
of the second decoded information signal sequence included in the received encoded signal; a second error 
con-ection decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded information signal 
sequence changed in order by the receiving interleaving means, on the basis of the second inspection signal 
25 sequence Included in the received encoded signal, and outputting the second decoded information signal 

sequence; a receiving deinterleaving means for restoring the second decoded information signal sequence 
output from the second error correction decoding means, to the original element order; and a first error con-ec- 
tion decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded information signal 
sequence output from the receiving de-interleaving means and the first information signal sequence included 
30 in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence Included in the received 

encoded signal, and outputting the first decoded information signal sequence and the second decoded infor- 
mation signal sequence further subjected to the error correction. 

35 In the error correction decoding apparatuses described in (36) and (37). it is possible to conduct double error 

correction decoding on the second information signal which is included in the information signals transmitted from 
the transmitting side and which requires intense error protection. As a result, highly reliable information decoding 
can be conducted while suppressing the degradation of the transmission efficiency. 

(38) In the configuration of (36) or (37). the first and second error con-ection decoding means has an iterative 
40 decoding function of iterating the error correction decoding processing between them at least once. 

By providing such a function, further highly reliable decoding becomes possible. 

(39) In the configuration of (38). the en-or correction decoding apparatus further includes an iteration control means 
for determining number of times of iteration according to at least one of a demanded error correction capability and 
a permitted processing delay amount, and setting the determined number of times of Iteration into the first and sec- 

45 ond error correction decoding means. 

By providing such a means, optimum iterative decoding processing is conducted according to the demanded 
error correction capability and the permitted processing delay amount. 

(40) In the configuration of (35). the error correction decoding apparatus includes, besides the first and second 
error correction decoding means, a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding 

50 processing between the first error correction decoding means and the second error correction decoding means at 
least once, and outputting the first and second decoded information signal sequences thus subjected to iterative 
decoding; and a selection means for selecting one of the first, second, and third error correction decoding means 
on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a property of the transmitted information signal 
sequences, and causing error correction decoding processing to be conducted. 

55 (41) The error correction decoding apparatus includes, besides the first and second error correction decoding 
means provided in the error correction decoding apparatus of (35). a third error correction decoding means for iter- 
ating error correction decoding processing between the first error correction decoding means and the second error 
correction decoding means at least once, and outputting the first and second decoded information signal 
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sequences thus subjectea to iterative decoding: and a selection means for selecting one of the first, second, and 
third error correction decoding means on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a property 
of the transmitted information signal sequences, and causing error correction decoding processing to be con- 
ducted. 

In the error correction decoding apparatuses of (40) and (41). optimum error correction decoding means is 
selected according to the transmission channel state at each time and the property of the transmitted information 
signal, and the information signal is decoded. 

(42) in an error correction encoding apparatus for conducting error correction encoding on a first infornrtation signal 
sequence and a second Information signal sequence requiring more intense error protection than the first informa- 
tion signal sequence, and transmitting the encoded first information signal sequence and second infornrtation signal 
sequence. 

the error correction encoding apparatus includes: a transmitting interleaving means for changing element order 
of the second information signal sequence; a first error correction encoding means for generating a first inspec- 
tion signal sequence for the second information signal sequence changed in order by the transmitting interleav- 
ing means and the first information signal sequence: a second error correction encoding means for generating 
a second Inspection signal sequence for the second Information signal sequence: and a transmitting means for 
transmitting an encoded signal including the first and second information signal sequences and the first and 
second inspection signal sequences onto a transmission channel. 



When inputting the second information signal sequence to the second error correction encoding means, it is 
input as it is. in such a configuration. When inputting the first and second information signal sequences to the first 
error correction encoding means, interleaving is conducted on the second information signal sequence. In the case 
where it is attempted to reproduce on the receiving side only the second information signal sequence, therefore, it 
can be advantageously reproduced by simple processing without conducting interleaving and de-interleaving. 
(43) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus of (42). 

the error correction decoding apparatus includes: a second error correction decoding means for conducting 
error correction decoding on the second information signal sequence included in the received encoded signal, 
on the basis of the second inspection signal sequence included in the encoded signal, and outputting a second 
decoded information signal sequence; a receiving interleaving means for changing element order of the sec- 
ond decoded Information signal sequence output from the second error correction decoding means; a second 
error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded information 
signal sequence changed in order by the receiving interleaving means and the first information signal 
sequence included in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence included 
in the received encoded signal, and outputting a first decoded information signal sequence and the second 
decoded information signal sequence further subjected to the error correction; and a receiving deinterleaving 
means for restoring the second decoded information signal sequence output from the second error correction 
decoding means, to the original element order. 



In such a configuration, double error correction decoding processing is conducted on the second information 
signal sequence having high importance by the second and first error correction decoding means. For example, in 
such a state that the transmission channel quality is degraded as In a mobile communication system, therefore, the 
possibility that at least the second information signal sequence can be decoded correctly becomes high. 
(44) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus of (42), 

the error correction decoding apparatus Includes: a second error correction decoding means for conducting 
error correction decoding on the second information signal sequence included in the received encoded signal, 
on the basis of the second inspection signal sequence included in the encoded signal, and outputting a second 
decoded information signal sequence; a receiving interleaving means for changing element order of the sec- 
ond decoded information signal sequence output from the second error correction decoding means; a second 
error correction decoding.means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded information 
signal sequence changed in order by the receiving interleaving rneans and the first information signal 
sequence included in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence included 
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in the received encoded signal, and outputting a first decoded information signal sequence and the second 
decoded information signal sequence further subjected to the error correction: and a receiving de-interleaving 
means for restoring the second decoded information signal sequence output from the second en-br correction 
decoding means, to the original element order. 

5 ^ " ' 

In such a configuration as well, double error con-ection decoding processing is conducted on the second infor- 
mation signal sequence having high importance by the second and first error correction decoding means. Even in 
the case where the transmission channel quality is degraded, therefore, the possibility that the second infornnation 
10 signal sequence can be decoded correctly becomes high. 

(45) In the configuration of (43) or (44). the first and second error correction decoding means has an iterative 
decoding function of iterating the error correction decoding processing between them at least once. 

In such a configuration, decoding utilizing the iteration of the most likelihood decoding is conducted in the first 
and second error correction decoding means. Therefore, decoding having a further higher error correction capabil- 
15 • ity can be effected. Even in the case where a transmission channel having a poor quality is used, transmission of 
a high quality can be effected. 

(46) In the configuration of (43) or (44). the error correction decoding apparatus further includes an iteration control 
means for determining number of times of iteration according to at least one of a demanded error correction capa- 
bility and a permitted processing delay amount, and setting the determined number of times of iteration into the first 

20 and second error correction decoding means. 

Even if the demanded error correction capability or the permitted processing delay amount is altered after the 
receiving apparatus is put in sen/ice. an optimum number of times of iteration can always be determined by the iter- 
ation control means in such a configuration. 

(47) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
25 error correction encoding apparatus of (42). 

the error correction decoding apparatus includes: a second error correction decoding means for conducting 
error correction decoding on the second information signal sequences included in the received encoded signal, 
on the basis of the second inspection signal sequence included in the encoded signal, and outputting a second 

30 decoded information signal sequence; a second error correction decoding means for conducting en-or correc- 

tion decoding on a signal sequence obtained by conducting interleaving on the second decoded information 
signal sequence output from the second error correction decoding means, and the first information signal 
sequence included in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence included 
in the received encoded signal, thereby yielding a first decoded information signal sequence and the second 

35 decoded information signal sequence further subjected to the error correction, conducting deinterleaving on 

the second decoded information signal sequence, and outputting the first decoded information signal 
sequence and the second decoded information signal sequence thus interleaved; a third error correction 
decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing between the first error correction decoding 
means and the second error correction decoding means at least once, and outputting the first and second 

40 decoded information signal sequerices thus subjected to iterative decoding; and a selection means for causing 

the error correction decoding processing using only the first en-or connection decoding means, the en-or correc- 
tion decoding processing using the first and second en-or conrection decoding means, and the error correction 
decoding processing using the first, second, and third error correction decoding means to be selectively exe- 
cuted, on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a property of the transmitted information 

45 signal sequences. 

(48) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus of (42), 

50 the error correction decoding apparatus includes: a first error correction decoding means for conducting error 

correction decoding on a signal sequence obtained by conducting interleaving on the second decoded infor- 
mation signal sequence included in the received encoded signal, and the first information signal sequence 
included in the received encoded. signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence included in the 
received encoded signal, and outputting first and second decoded information signal sequence; a second error 

55 correction decoding means for conducting de-interleaving the second decoded information signal sequence 

output from the first error correction decoding means, then conducting error correction decoding on the second 
decoded information signal sequence thus de-interteaved. on the basis of the second inspection signal 
sequence included in the received encoded signal, and outputting the second decoded information signal 
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sequence further Projected to the error correction; a third error correction decoding means for Iterating error 
correction decoding processing between the first error correction decoding oneans and the second error cor- 
rection decoding means at least once, and outputting the first and second decoded information signal 
sequences thus subjected to iterative decoding: and a selection means for causing the error correction decod- 
ing processing using only the first error correction decoding means, the error correction decoding processing 
using the first and second error correction decoding means, and the error correction decoding processing 
using the first, second, and third error correction decoding means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at 
least one of a transmission channel state and a property of the transmitted information signal sequences. 



In the configurations of (47) and (48). the error correction decoding processing using only the first error correc- 
tion decoding means, the error correction decoding processing using the first and second error correction decoding 
means, and the error correction decoding processing using the first, second, and third error correction decoding 
means are selectively conducted on the basis of the transmission channel state or the property of the transmitted 
information signal sequences. According to the transmission channel state at each time and the property of the 
transmitted information signal sequences, therefore, optimum error correction decoding processing is always 
effected. As a result, efficient error correction decoding having a high error correction capability can be conducted. 

(49) In the configuration of (35) or (42). unimportant information requiring a predetermined transmission quality is 
assigned to the first information signal sequence, and important information requiring a higher transmission quality 
than the first information signal sequence is assigned to the second information signal sequence. 

In the case where, for example, image data are transmitted, important information such as various kinds of 
control information, movement prediction information, and low frequency components of the discrete cosine trans- 
form (DCT) is assigned to the second information signal sequence, and unimportant information such as high fre- 
quency components of the DCT is assigned to the first information signal sequence, in such a configuration. Even 
under such a condition that the transmission quality is poor, at least various kinds of information which is important 
in forming images can be reproduced correctly. As a result, images which are sufficiently decipherable can be 
reconstructed. Furthermore, as compared with the case where all kinds of information are transmitted as the sec- 
ond information signal sequence, a high transmission efficiency can be ensured, 

(50) In the configuration of (35) or (42). information transmitted by using a first transmission scheme having a pre- 
determined intensity against transmission errors is assigned to the first information signal sequence, and informa- 
tion transmitted by using a second transmission scheme having an intensity against transmission errors lower than 
that of the first transmission scheme is assigned to the second information signal sequence. 

An information signal transmitted by using a modulation scheme having a short distance between signal 
points, such as 16 QAM scheme or 64 QAM scheme. Is susceptible to errors. In such a configuration, therefore, 
this information signal is transmitted as the second information signal sequence. On the other hand, since an infor- 
mation signal transmitted by using a modulation scheme having a long distance between signal points, such as 
QPSK scheme, is not susceptible to errors, this information signal can be transmitted as the first information signal 
sequence. By doing so, it is possible to provide all information signals with a uniform error correction capability and 
transmit them. 

X51) The error correction encoding apparatus Includes: a first error correction encoding means for generating a first 
two-dimensional inspection block having (N • K) x L elements in a horizontal direction of a first two-dimensional 
information block having K x L elements, in accordance with a first error correction encoding rule; a second error 
correction encoding means for generating a second two-dimensional inspection block having K2 x (M - L) ele- 
ments in a vertical direction of a second two-dimensional information block having K2 x L elements (where K > K2) 
requiring especially intense error protection included in the first two-dimensional information block, in accordance 
with a second error correction encoding rule; and a transmitting means for transmitting an encoded signal including 
the first two-dimensional information block and the first and second inspection blocks onto a transmission channel. 

In such a configuration, information can be handled by taking a block as the unit. Therefore, error correction 
encoding, decoding and transmission suitable for such a system that an information signal sequence is transmitted 
by taking a byte or an octet as the unit. In addition, error correction is conducted for the whole of the first information 
block in the horizontal direction. For the second information block having especially high importance in the first 
information block, error correction is conducted for its vertical direction. As compared with the case where error cor- 
rection of the horizontal direction and the vertical direction is conducted for the whole of the information block, effi- 
cient error correction decoding processing can be conducted by only adding a small number of inspection blocks. 
(52) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus of (51). 

the error correction decoding apparatus includes: a first error correction decoding means for conducting error 



• EP 0 935 363 A1 

correction decoding for the horizontal direction of the first two-dinnensionar information block included in the 
received encoded signal, on the basis of the first two-dimensional inspection block included in the encoded sig- 
nal, and outputting a first decoded two-dimensional information block; and a second error correction decoding 
means for conducting error correction decoding for the vertical direction of an Information block included in the 
5 first decoded two-dimensional information block output the first error correction decoding means, correspond- 

ing to the second two-dimensional information block, on the basis of the second two-dimensional inspection 
block included, in the received encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded two-dimensional information 
block. 

70 

In such a configuration, double error correction decoding processing is conducted on the second two-dimen- 
sional information block having high importance by the second and first error correction decoding means. Even in 
such a state that the transmission channel quality is degraded as in a mobile communication system, therefore, the 
possibility that at least the second two-dimensional information block can be decoded correctly becomes high. 
75 (53) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus of (51 ). 

the error correction decoding apparatus includes: a second error correction decoding means for conducting 
en-or correction decoding for the vertical direction of an information block included in the received encoded sig- 

20 nal. corresponding to the second two-dimensional information block, on the basis of the second two-dimen- 

sional inspection block included in the received encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded two- 
dimensional information block; and a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction 
decoding for the horizontal direction of the second decoded two-dimensional information block output from the 
second error correction decoding means and the first two-dimensional information block included in the 

25 received encoded signal, on the basis of the first two-dimensional inspection block included in the encoded sig- 

nal, and outputting a first decoded two-dimensional information block, and the second decoded two-dimen- 
sional information block further subjected to the error correction. 

30 In such a configuration as well, double error con-ection decoding processing is conducted on the second two- 

dimensional information block having high importance by the second and first en-or correction decoding means. 
Even in such a state that the transmission channel quality is degraded as in a mobile communication system, there- 
fore, the possibility that the second two-dimensional information block can be decoded correctly becomes high. 
(54) In the configuration of (52) or (53). the first and second error correction decoding means has an iterative 

35 decoding function of iterating the error correction decoding processing between them at least once. 

In such a configuration, decoding untilizing the iteration of the most likelihood is conducted in the first and sec- 
ond error correction decoding means. Therefore, decoding having a further higher error correction capability can 
be conducted. Even in the case where a transmission channel having a poor transmission channel quality is used, 
therefore, high quality transmission can be effected. 

40 (55) In the configuration of (54). the error correction decoding apparatus further includes an iteration control means 
for determining number of times of iteration according to at least one of a demanded error correction capability and 
a permitted processing delay amount, and setting the determined number of times of iteration into the first and sec- 
ond error correction decoding means. 

Even if the demanded error correction capability or the permitted processing delay amount is altered after the 

45 receiving apparatus is put in service, an optimum number of times of iteration can always be determined by the iter- 
ation control means in such a configuration. 

(56) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus of (51), 

50 the error correction decoding apparatus includes: a first error correction decoding means for conducting error 

correction decoding for the horizontal direction of the first two-dimensional information block included in the 
received encoded signal, on the basis of the first two-dimensional inspection block included in the encoded sig- 
nal, and outputting a first decoded two-dimensional information block; a second error correction decoding 
means for conducting error correction decoding for the vertical direction of an information block included in the 

55 • first decoded two-dimensional information block output the first error correction decoding means, correspond- 

ing to the second two-dimensional information block, on the basis of the second two-dimensional inspection 
block included in the received encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded two-dimensional information 
block; a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing between the 
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first error correction cRoding means and the second error correctior^ecoding means at least once, and out- 
putting the first and second decoded two-dimensional information blocks thus subjected to iterative decoding; 
and a selection means for causing the error correction decoding processing using only the first error correction 
decoding means, the error correction decoding processing respectively using the first and second error correc- 
tion decoding means, and the error correction decoding processing respectively using the first, second, and 
third error correction decoding means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission 
channel state and a property of the transmitted information signal. 

(57) In an error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the 
error correction encoding apparatus of (51). 

the error correction decoding apparatus includes: a second error correction decoding means for conducting 
. error correction decoding for the vertical direction of an information block included in the received encoded sig- 
nal, corresponding to the second two-dimensional information block, on the basis of the second two-dimen- 
sional inspection block included in the received encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded two- 
dimensional information block; and a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction 
decoding for the horizontal direction of the second decoded two-dimensional information block output from the 
second error correction decoding means and the first two-dimensional information block included In the 
received encoded signal, on the basis of the first two-dimensional inspection block included in the encoded sig- 
nal, and outputting a first decoded two-dimensional information block, and the second decoded two-dimen- 
sional information block further subjected to the error correction; a third error correction decoding means for 
iterating error correction decoding processing between the first error connection decoding means and the sec- 
ond error correction decoding means at least once, and outputting the first and second decoded two-dimen- 
sional information blocks thus subjected to iterative decoding; and a selection means for causing the error 
correction decoding processing using only the first error correction decoding means, the error correction . 
decoding processing respectively using the first and second error conrection decoding means, and the error 
correction decoding processing respectively using the first, second, and third error correction decoding means 
to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a property of the 
transmitted information signal. 



In the configurations of (56) and (57), the error correction decoding processing using only the first error correc- 
tion decoding means, the error correction decoding processing using the first and second error correction decoding 
means, and the error correction decoding processing using the first, second, and third error correction decoding 
means are selectively conducted on the basis of the transmission channel state or the property of the transmitted 
information signal sequences. According to the transmission channel state at each time and the property of the 
transmitted two-dimensional information block, therefore, optimum error correction decoding processing is always 
effected. As a result, efficient error correction decoding having a high error correction capability can be conducted. 

(58) In the cortflguratlon of (51). unimportant information requiring a predetermined first transmission quality is 
assigned to the first two-dimensional Information block-except the second two-dimensional information block, and 
important information requiring a higher transmission quality than the first transmission quality is assigned to the 
second two-dimensional information block. 

In the case where, for example, image data are transmitted as a two-dimensional block. Important information 
such as various kinds of control information, movement prediction information, and low frequency components of 
the discrete cosine transform (DCT) is assigned to the second two-dimensional information block, and unimportant 
information such as high frequency components of the DCT is assigned to the first two-dimensional information 
block, in such a configuration. Even under such a condition that the transmission quality Is poor, at least various 
kinds of two-dimensional block which Is innportant in forming images can be reproduced correctly. As a result, 
images which are sufficiently decipherable can be reconstructed. Furthermore, as compared with the case where 
ail kinds of information are transmitted as the second two-dimensional information block, a high transmission effi- 
ciency can be ensured. 

(59) In the configuration of (51). information transmitted by using a first transmission scheme having a predeter- 
mined intensity against transmission errors is assigned to the first two-dimensional information block except the 
second two-dimensional information block, and information transmitted by using a second transmission scheme 
having an intensity against transmission errors lower than that of the first transmission scheme is assigned to the 
second two-dimensional information block. 

In such a configuration, transmitted information is assigned to the first or second two-dimensional information 
block according to the error resistance performance of the modulation scheme in use. As a result, it is possible to 
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provide every transmitted information with a uniform error correction capability in transmission. 
(60) In the configuration of (38). (45) or (54). the error correction decoding apparatus further includes, on an input 
side of the first and second error correction decoding means, a normalization means for normalizing a signal level 
of each of signal sequences or signal blocks to be input to the first and second error correction decoding means. 
5 on the basis of a level of the received encoded signal. 

Owing to such a configuration, it is possible to occurrence of such inconvenience that the Euclidean distance 
becomes large despite the fact that the reliability information is raised by iterative decoding. As a result, the decod- 
ing precision can be raised. 

10 Brief Description of Drawings 

[0016] 

FIGS. 1 A and 1B are block diagrams showing a basic configuration of a multimedia multiplex transmission system 
15 according to a first embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a flow chart showing concrete processing contents of the first embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a basic concept of a MUX packet of the first embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing a decoding procedure of the MUX packet illustrated In FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5-is a diagram showing another concrete example of the MUX packet; 
20 FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing a decoding procedure of the MUX packet illustrated in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing still another concrete example of the MUX packet; 

FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing a decoding procedure of the MUX packet illustrated in FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 Is a flow chart showing a decoding procedure of a MUX packet produced by using another concrete config- 
uration method of a MUX packet of the first embodiment; 
25 FIGS. 10A and 108 are diagrams showing a concrete example of a MUX packet produced by using the concrete 

configuration method of FIG. 9: 

FIG. 1 1 is a diagram showing a basic concept of still another concrete configuration method of the MUX packet; 
FIG. 1 2 is a diagram showing a time series of the MUX packet illustrated in FIG. 11; 

FIGS. 13A and 138 are diagrams showing an example of a conventional standardized multimedia multiplex 
30 scheme; 

FIG. 14 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to the first embodiment of the present 
irwention; 

FIG. 15 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to the first embodiment of the present 
invention; 

35 FIG. 16 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to the first embodiment of the present 
. invention; 

FiG. 1 7 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to the first embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 18 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to the first embodiment of the present 
40 invention; 

FIG. 1 9 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to the first embodiment of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 20 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to a second embodiment of the present 
invention; 

45 FIG. 21 is a diagram for description of another concrete example according to the second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 22 is a diagram for description of a different concrete example of the first embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG, 23 is a diagram for description of a different concrete example of the first embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG. 24 is a diagram for description of a different concrete example of the first embodiment of the present Invention; 
50 FIG. 25 is a schematic configuration diagram of a signal for description of third and fourth embodiments of the 
present invention;. 

FIG. 26 Is a flow chart for description of the third and fourth embodiments of the present Invention; 
FIG. 27 is a flow chart for description of the third and fourth embodiments of the present invention; 
FIG- 28 is a packet configuration diagram for description of the third and fourth embodiments of the present inven- 
55 tion; 

FIGS. 29A and 298 are diagrams for description of respective variants of the third and fourth embodiments of the 
present Invention, respectively; 

FIG. 30 is a diagram for description of a fifth embodiment of the present invention; 
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fo^rescription of a fifth embodiment of the oresent invei 



i _ 

FIG. 31 is a diagram foWescrrption of a fifth embodiment of the present invention; 
FIGS. 32A and 32B are block diagrams showing a configuration of an image transmission processor according to 
a sixth embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 33 is a diagram to be used for operation description of the image transmission processor according to the sixth 
5 embodiment of the present invention: 

FIG. 34 is a diagram to be used for operation description of a variant of the sixth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

FIGS. 35A and 35B are circuit block diagrams showing another variant according to the sixth embodiment of the 
present invention; 

10 FIG. 36 is a block diagram showing a corrfiguratlon of an error correction encoder according to a seventh embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 

FIG. 37 is a diagram showing a transmission format of a transmitted encoded signal; 

FIG. 38 is a block diagram shovying a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a first decoding 
scheme in the seventh embodiment of the present invention: 
75 FIG. 39 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a second decoding 
scheme in the seventh embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 40 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a third decoding 
scheme in the seventh embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 41 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a fourth decoding 
20 scheme in the seventh embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 42 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a fifth decoding 
scheme in the seventh embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 43 Is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction encoder according to an eighth embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 

25 FIG. 44 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a first decoding 
scheme in the eighth embodimerrt of the present invention; 

FIG. 45 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error conrection decoder Implementing a second decoding 
scheme in the eighth embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 46 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a third decoding 
30 scheme in the eighth embodiment of the present invention: 

FIG. 47 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an error correction decoder implementing a fourth decoding 
scheme in the eighth embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 48 is a block diagram showing a corrfiguration of an error correction decoder Implementing a fifth decoding 
scheme in the eighth emkxKJiment of the present invention; 
35 FIG. 49 is a block diagram showing a variant of the error correction decoder illustrated in FIG. 36; 

FIG. 50 is a block diagram showing a variant of the error correction decoder illustrated in FIG. 44; 

FIG. 51 is a diagram for description of an error correction scheme according to a ninth embodiment of the present 

invention; 

FIG. 52 is a flow chart to be used for description of repetitive decoding operation in the ninth embodiment of tiie 
40 present invention: 

FIGS. 53A and 53B are diagrams for description of another embodiment of the present invention: 

FIG. 54 shows a signal format for description of a payload protection scheme in the second embodiment of tiie 

present invention; 

FIG. 55 is a circuit block diagram showing a configuration of a SRS encoder using a shift register, according to the 
45 . second embodiment of the present Invention: and 

FIG. 56 is a circuit block diagram showing a concrete example of the SRS encoder illustrated in FIG. 55. 

Best Mode of Carrying Out the Invention 

50 [0017] Hereafter, several embodiments according to the present invention will be described in detail by referring to 
the drawing. 

(First Embodiment) 

55 [0018] It is assumed in the following description that multimedia information is handled as information to be transmit- 
ted, the multimedia information contains, for example, image data, voice data, and additional data such as computer 
data, and these kinds of information are subjected to multiplex transmission via a radio transmission channel. 
[0019] FIGS. 1 A and 1 B show a. first embodiment of an information data multiplex transmission system according to 
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the present invention. FIG. 1 A shows a configuration of a transmitting device, and FIG. IB shows a configuration of a 
receiving device. 

[0020] In FIG. 1 A. an image signal input, a voice signal input, and a data signal input are supplied to an image trans- 
mission processor 1 1, a voice transmission processor 12. and a data transmission processor 13. respectively. Each of 
the transmission processors 11 to 1 3 conducts conversion processing on its input data according to its predetermined 
format, extracts resultant data in response to a request from a multiplexer 14. and supplies the extracted data to the 
multiplexer 14. 

[0021] The multiplexer 14 estimates information content supplied from the transmission processors 11 to 13. pro- 
duces a multiplex table and incorporates the multiplex table into the header, reads information data from the transmis- 
sion processors 1 1 to 1 3 and arrange them on the basis of the multiplex table, and thereby generates MUX packets one 
after another. A train of packets outputted from the multiplexer 14 are modulated by a modulator 15 in accordance with 
a predetermined modulation scheme, power-amplrfied by a transmitter 16. and radio-transmitted via an antenna 17. 
[0022] In FIG. 1 B. a radio-transmitted signal is received via an antenna 21. amplified by a RF amplifier 22. demodu- 
lated and detected by a demodulator 23. and supplied to a demultiplexer 24. This demultiplexer 24 takes out a multiplex 
table from the header of a demodulated signal every packet and demultiplex the Image data, voice data, and additional 
data from the packet by referring to the multiplex table. The demultiplexed image data is supplied to an image transmis- 
sion processor 25. and converted to its original signal format therein. The demultiplexed voice data is supplied to a voice 
transmission processor 26. and converted to its original signal format therein. The demultiplexed additional data is sup- 
plied to a data transmission processor 27. and converted to its original signal format. 

[0023] Concrete processing contents of a part of the above described configuration forming the feature of the present 
invention will now be described. 

[0024] On the transmitting side, the multiplexer 14 conducts processing in accordance with a flow chart shown in FIG. 
2. First of all. the multiplexer 14 estimates information amounts supplied from the signal processors 1 1 to 13 (step Si), 
and determines a multiplex code on the basis of respective information amounts (step S2). Subsequently the multi- 
plexer 14 finds a parity of the determined (first) multiplex code, makes It a second multiplex code, and adds a CRC to 
each of the multiplex codes to produce two kinds of header information HI and H2 (step S3). Finally information data 
of each media is taken out in accordance with the multiplex codes (step S4). incorporates the information data together 
with the two kinds of header information Into a packet, and outputs a resultant packet (step S5). 
[0025] FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a basic concept of a concrete configuration method of a MIX packet. The MUX 
packet has basically a fixed length of n bits. The MUX packet includes a synchronising area (Sync.) for attaining syn- 
chronizing, a header Hi in which the multiplex table is written, media information of voice, data and video Image having 
predetermined number of bits. i.e.. k1. k2 and k3 bits, respectively, and having a total number of bits k, and a header 
H2. The header HI and header H2 are formed so as to satisfy a relation described In (1) or (2) below. 
[0026] (1) The header H2 is formed so as to correspond to the parity bit of the header HI . By passing the header H2 
through a parity inverter, however, the original information, i.e.. the header HI can be restored. A header decoding pro- 
cedure on the demultiplexer 24 of the receiving side in this case is shown In FIG. 4. 

[0027] With reference to FIG. 4. error detection of the header HI is first conducted by using the CRC (steps S21 and 
. S22). If as a result it is determined that there are no errors (NO), respective kinds of media information are taken out 
from the MUX packet on the basis of the content of the multiplex table written in the header H 1 . 
[0028] If an en-or is detected (YES), then error detection of the header H2 is conducted (steps S23 and S24). If it is 
determined that there are no errors (NO), then the header H2 Is passed through a parity inverter to restore the header 
H1 (step S25). and the respective kinds of media information are taken out from the MUX packet on the basis of the 
content of the multiplex table. By the way the parity inverter refers to a parity having such a property as to restore an 
original information bit from a parity bit. 

[0029] If it is determined here again that there is an error (YES), error conrection is conducted by combining HI with 
H2 (step S2). After the error correction has been conducted, error detection is performed again (steps S27 and S26). If 
as a result it is determined that all errors have been corrected (NO), respective kinds of media information are taken out 
from the MUX packet on the basis of the content of the multiplex table. If an error still remains (YES), then the MUX 
packet is judged to be unrestorable and It is discarded (step S29). 

[0030] In FIG. 5. a concrete example of a MUX packet based upon the above described configuration method of (1 ) 
Is shown. 

[0031] m FIG. 5. it is now assumed that the headers Hi and H2 have 1 1 bits and 20 bits, respectively It is assumed 
that in 1 1 information bits of the header HI there are contained 8 bits including bits representing a multiplex table and 
3 bits of a CRC (CRCl) (Hamming code). As for the header H2. parity bits of 15 bits are produced on the basis of a 
shortened (30, 15) BCH code which is obtained by shortening a 15-bit (31.16) BCH code (Hamming code) having 1 1 
bits and 4 bits of '0* by 1 bit. Another CRC (CRC2) of 5 bits is added thereto to form the header H2. 
[0032] As described in (1). the header Hi can be reproduced by passing the header H2 through the parity Inverter. A 
decoding procedure in the case of this example is shown in FIG. 6. 
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[0033] With reference to FIG. 6. it is first determined whether there is an error in the header H 1 hv u^nn .h<. no^, 
(30 15) BCH having a combinal.on o( 15 bils owalneO by adding 4 bits ol TJ- to the header H, w«h i?™^!^ 

. S sS:^S ""O" '"^ <'»-'='«'^ con,i,u„tion n^thod 

t003SI With reference to FIG. 7. It Is nov« assumed that each o( the headers Hi anri t» >». i< k i 

^ p-»»"^~=u.^apa,i.,i™erterasdescr*edi„,,Ud.ooliirS;rir;,:^2;^^ 

Hu5UlIt'tS^I,'°K^I?» ■ " " a syndromeof the h«,der 

sS^^lTJZ ♦^^l^- ''^^ header HI is restored from the header H2 by using a par^ nvlter (sTi 

S46), and error detection of the restored header HI by using the CRC fsteos S47 and «Ufl^ w tnLl , '"verier (step 
the 8 bits including bits representing the multiplex tat^e are taken out f SreTfurt^^n "J^^^^^^^ 
" m^SfTn - conducted by using the (15. 1 1) BCH ccSe (X IS^ ^^^^^ " 

0038] Thereafter, rt .s determined whether there is an error in the header HI by using the CRC fsteos Sso «nri <«i > ' 



19 



EP 0 935 363 A1 



and S69) It it is determined that all errors have been corrected (NO), respective kinds of the media .nformat.on are 
r^en o! f om the MUX packet on the basis of the content of the multiplex table. If it is determined here as well again 
tSr^e^ is Tn ^roTS^S!Vlin the MUX packet is judged to be unrestorable. and the MUX packet is discarded (step 

fo^^ in FIG 10A a concrete example of a MUX packet based upon the above described configuration method of 
??^lhol in F G 10A °tTs now assumed that each of the headers HI and H2 has 1 6 bits. These 16 bits are formed 

Sing T oll^^^^^^^^^^^ Of an encoding rate of 1/2 as an original co^e and. by conducting -n-^-' . 
of punctured r = 7/8 on 14 bits containing 8 bits including bits representing the multiplex table. 3 bits of a CRC. and 3 

?i^5]"°" Here, a puncture pattern of the header H1 is generated by leaving bits '^'^^^^^^^ 
matrix shown in fIg. IOB and tWnning bits corresponding to O s. A puncture pattern of the deader H2.s generated by 
JTr^nina bS corresponding to "1 's of a puncture matrix shown in FIG. 1 0B except x1 and yl and leaving bits correspond- 
ng to ^(^^^^^^^^^ cSnf^uration anS so on of a convolutiona. cod., see rE-^^.''^^^-;^" ^'^^^^^ 
lished by The Institute of Electronics. Information and Communication Engineers in 99°^^^ «f J'^j 
[00461 FIG 1 1 is a diagram showing a basic concept of another concrete configuration method of a MUX Packet The 
MUX oacket has basically a fixed length of n bits. The MUX packet includes a synchronizing area (Sync) for attaining 
syn^oni 'ig. 1 hS^ m in which'the multiplex table is written, media information of voice, da^ a.^ video image 
S pTiletermined number of bits. i.e.. kl. k2 and k3 bits, respectively, and having a total number of bits k. and a 
hoaHor HP The'headers H1 and H2 are formed as described above \n (1) or (2). 

rnw^ FIG 12 a MUX packet at each of certain time points 1. 1.1 . and t.2. With reference to P'G J^. a pad<e 

aTtimeti^asahrad^m of apack^^ and a header H2 of the packet t A packet t+1 attimet+l has a header Hi of 
hi oTilt t and a hSd^ H2 of the packet t.1 . By thus separating H1 from H2. a time diversity effect can be provided. 

a^l im^rSJely Sh insusceptib^^ to deteriorated factors of the transmission channel such as fading can be 

mSsT in the example described above, the header HI of the packet t is contained in the packet t^-l . Alternatively, the 

w^^^^r ui rxf tha narkPt t mav be contained in a packet t+2, a packet t+3. or the like. 

f^?] " In^coSX i th% a^ve describ'ed embodiment, headers of a MUX packet are P^ov|d^ 

o^eLn capability as apparent from the foregoing description. Even in a poor transmission channel f " ^^^f 

Slo cor^™S:ation sySL. therefore, respective Wnds of media information can be taken out from the MUX packet. 

The probability of the MUX packet being discarded can thus be reduced. f^r> 

[oOsS] Furthermore, headers are separated and transmitted a pluralrty of times, and error correction 
ductS so that original headers may be reproduced from any of them. Therefore, the time diversity ^^f^^^,^^^ 
Sorthe transmission channel variation such as fading as we... As a resu.t. ""^^^^^^^^^ 
roosi 1 Besides the fo.lowing can be considered as an error correction code added to the header informatior.. 
E in the ise o F.G 14 a BCH (15. 7) code is added to the MCfie.d and the HECfield of the header Hi^ 
SSS in the?ase of FIG 1 5 a BCH (1 5. 7) code is added to the MC field and the HEC field of the header H In 

fo^osirr ^^t^i^cas^^ 16 aBCH(27, 12) code which is a shortened code of a BCH (31. 1 6) code is added to tine . 

Ke Mcteld the°H^^^^^ and the CRC Jode of the header Hi In addition a BCH i^'^^^^f^^^^Jl^^ 
ened code of a BCH (63. 36) code is added to the PM. the MC field, the HEC field, the CRC code, and the BCH (27. 

msTey adopting such an error correction scheme, the following effect can be brought about. That is. characteristic 
S the scheme Of the present invention shown in FIG. 15 were evaluated by using computer — 
shown in FIGS. 18 and 19. As a subject of comparison, a conventional scheme described -" the current H.223/A. ._e 
fhe^chrme using the BCH (31. 16) code. 5 bits of HEC. and 7 bits of CRC (F.G. 17) was se.ected. Because the BCH 
(51 16)To^e?;sSin boti scheries as the error correction code and the schemes differ in only the method of prac- 

tical use of remaining bits except the 4 bits of the MC. ...... „^ 

(00561 As a decoding procedure of the scheme of the present invention, the following was used. 

' (i) The BCH code added to the head is used for error detection. If it is determined that there are no errors together 

with the HEC. the MC is taken out. , , K»n n ki»= «< the. hfC and 

(ii) A parity inverter is passed through 1 5 bits added to the tail to reproduce 4 bits of the MC. 3 bits of the HEC. and 
8 bits of ttie BCH (1 5, 7) parity. Thereafter, processing similar to (i) is conducted. 
5 (iii) .f it is determined at (ii) as well that there is an error, then error correction .s conducted by usmg the BCH (30^ 
15) code, e^ror correction is further conducted by using the BCH (15. 7) code, and a check is conducted by using 
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[0057] Simulation conditions were determined as follows. 

MUX-POU length: Variable-length MUX-SDU of 100 octets in average + header length 
The number of times of simulation: 1 .000.000 MUX-PDUs . 
Error pattern: GSM. DECT (14 km/h) 

[0058] As for the evaluation criterion, the following two conditions were used. 

First condition: As many MCs as possible can be taken out. 

Second condition: Under the first condition, an erroneous MC is not judged to be correct 
Simulation results 



Correct decoding rate: A rate of MUX-PDUs among 1 .000.000 MUX-PDUs for each of which the MC couW be taken 
out correctly without an error 

Overlooking ratio: A rate of MUX-PDUs among 1,000.000 MUX-PDUs tor each of which the MC was judged to be 
correct although the MC was erroneous 

Decoding error: A rate of MUX-PDUs among 1 .000.000 MUX-PDUs for each of which the MC was judged to be 
erroneous and left to the end 

[0060] It is appreciated from FIGS. 18 and 19 that in all items the rate of correct decoding has been improved in the 
present invention scheme as compared with the conventional scheme. As for the error overlooking rate, the conven- 
tional scheme using double CRC is more excellent. In the light of the evaluation criterion of the header protection, how- 
ever, it will be appreciated that the present invention scheme is more excellent in total. 

[0061] In the schemes shown in FIGS. 14 and 15, the case where an error correction code is added only to the MC 
and the HEC in the header Information Is shown. In these schemes, however, any protection is not effected on the 
packet marker PM. 

[0062] In the first emfc)odiment of the present invention, therefore, a PM bit formed of one bit Is inserted in the header 
three times on the transmitting side, for example, as shown in FIG. 22. On the receiving side, decision of the majorrty is 
effected on the received three PM bits, and the PM bit is determined on the basis of the result 

[0063] By doing so. it becomes possible to reproduce the PM bit with high precision while maintaining the format pre- 
scribed in H.223 as far as possible. The PM bit is important information used to mark the end of MUX-SDU of a divisible 
logical channel. Therefore, it is extremely effective in accurately receiving and reproducing packets to be able to cor- 
rectly reproduce the PM bit 

[0064] Evaluation results of simulation of this PM repetition scheme are shown in FIGS. 23 and 24. As e^/ident from 
FIGS. 23 and 24. the number of en-ors has been improved in the present invention scheme in all items as compared 
with the conventional scheme having only one PM. 
[0065] Simulation conditions are shown below. 

MUX-PDU length: Variable-length MUX-SDU of approximately 20 octets in average -i- header length 
The number of times of simulation: 1 .000.000 MUX-PDUs 
Error pattern : GSM. DECT ( 1 4 km/h) 

(Second Embodiment) 

[0066] With reference to the first embodiment the protection scheme of the header has been described. For trans- 
mitting information with a high quality in mobile communication, however, it is necessary to protect the payload field as 
well. 

[0067] In a second embodiment of the present invention, suitable protection is effected on a plurality of kinds of infor- 
mation inserted in the payload field of a packet, such as three kinds of information, i.e.. voice, data and image, without 
significantly changing the format of H.223. This will be hereafter described in detail. 

[0068] First of all, as for computer data, the present embodiment proposes such a scheme as to add a shortened 
Reed-Solomon code over GF(2^) to the AL-SDU. 

[0069] As for the voice, the present embodiment proposes such a scheme as to add an 8-bit CRC code to its control 
field (having one optional octet) and add a shortened Reed-Solomon code over GF(2®) to the AL-SDU and CRC. 
[0070] As for the image, the present embodiment proposes such a scheme as to add a BCH (15. 7) code only to the 



[0059] 
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sequence number SN in the case where the control field has one octet, and such a scheme as to add a BCH (31. 16) 
code to the entire control field in the case where the control field has two octets. The present embodiment also pro- 
poses such a scheme as to add a shortened Reed-Solomon code over GF(2®) to the control field. AL-SDU and CRC. 
[0071 ] As for the transmitting unit, the size of the AL-PDU must be set so as not to exceed the maximum AL-PDU size 
5 that the receiving unit is capable of receiving. The size of the AL-PDU is prescribed in H.245 Capability. 
[0072] Parameters defining the AL-PDU length are as follows. 

Iv Length of AL-PDU in bits 

t Length of AL-SDUNn bits 

10 ^target Correction capability of SRS code in octets 
Length of control header (CP) in bits 
*CRC Length of CRC in bits 

[0073] FIG. 54 shows a signal format for description of the payload protection system in the second embodiment. 

15 [0074] With reference to FIG. 54. the AL-SDU is divided into a plurality of segments in the case where it is longer than 
a fixed length (255-2e) defined in H.223. In other words, in the case where use of a division procedure is communicated 
by an Open Logical Channel message in the frame transfer mode, the AL-SDU is divided into one or more AL-SDUs in 
the adaptation layer. This division procedure is indispensable at the time of receiving. By the way. the Open Logical 
Channel message is one of commands prescribed in H.245. 

20 [0075] Subsequently, a CRC (Cyclic Redundancy Check) code is added to each of AL-SDUs resulting from the divi- 
sion. In other words, the CRC code provides the entire AL-SDU* with an error detection function. The CRC code is 
added to the AL-SDU before an error correction encoding procedure is conducted. The CRC is used in the receiving 
unit in order to determine whether the decoding procedure of the error correction algorithm is free from an error. As for 
the CRC length. 8. 16. 24 and 32 bits are supported, and which of them should be used is specified by an Open Logical 

25 Channel procedure. The CRC is evaluated according to a procedure described in 7.3.3.2.3 of Recommendation H.223. 
[0076] Subsequently, a shortened Reed-Solomon (SRS) code is added to the above described AL-SDU having the 
CRC added thereto. In other words, in the transmitting unit, a coupled field of the AL-SDU* and the CRC field is sub- 
jected to SRS encoding. As a result an AL-PDU is generated. The SRS encoding of the CRC field begins from a high- 
est-order term of a polynomial representing the CRC field. In the receiving unit, the coupled field of the AL-SDU* and 

30 the CRC field is reconstructed by SRS decoding. Since this code is systematic, it is possible in the receiving unit to 
extract the CRC-protected AL-SDU* directly from a received bit stream without conducting SRS decoding. 
[0077] An SRS code defined over a Galois field GF(2^) is obtained from the following generation polynomial. 
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g(x)=(x-a)(x-a^)...(x-a^® target) 
Here, ai (0 ^ i ^ 254) represents a root of the following primitive polynomial. 

m(x)=x ®+x Vx ^+x ^+1 

40 [0078] FIG. 55 is a circuit block diagram showing the configuration of a SRS encoder using shift registers. In FIG. 55. 

each element of a message sequence u(Uk.i . u^.a Ui , uq) corresponds to an element of the AL-SDU* taking an octet 

as the unit. Therefore, the length of the AL-SDU* satisfies the relation t = 8k . A parity check polynomial p(x) is calcu- 
lated by using the following expression. 
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p(x)=x 2^ - u(x)mod g(x) (2-1) 

2s target -1 2 e target -2 

=P 2e target -1 ^ 2e target -2 ^ +... +p ^ X -I- p q 

Here. u(x) represents a message polynomial, and is defined by the following expression. 

U(x)=UKi"x,,T+Ui,2 X k2+-- X-KUq (2-2) 

From the expressions (2-1) and (2-2). a code polynomial c(x) is obtairied as follows. 
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target ♦ k-l ^ 2e largei + k-a ^ ^, , ^ 2e target + 



5 



T5 



30 



45 



, , target ♦k-l ^ 2e target + k- 2 ^ 2e target +1 

C(x)=U,.iX ^ +... +UtX ^^^^^ 

29 target ^ ^ 2e target - 1 p ^ 2e target -2 . n v n 

+U 0 X ^ +p 2e target -i ^ +^ ^ ^ jg^get -2 ^ +... +p ^ X + p q 



10079] For example, if e target = 2. and u = (u 3. u u , . u q) = (a a a a ) . then the generation polynomial g(x) 
becomes as follows. 

g(xHx-a)(x-a ^Kx-a ^)(x-a ^) (2-4) 

7C 4 76 3 251 2 81 ^ 10 . 

=x +a X +a X +a x+a 

[0080] Each element of the message sequence (a^ a"^ o} ^) corresponds to an element of the AL-SDU* taking an 
octet as the unit Therefore, the parity check polynomial p(x) is calculated by using the following expression. 



p(x)=x "^(a ^x ""x ^x+a ^ ^ )mod g(x) (2-5) 



112 3 7 2 173 224 

=a X +a X +a x+a 



20 [0081 ] From me expressions (2-4) and (2-5). the code polynomial c{x) is represented by the following expression. 

c(x)=a2x^a\^a^^a^^xVa^^2x^a^^a^'Va2^^ (2-6) 

25 [0082] Accordingly, a code sequence (a^. a^. a^. \ a^. a^^^. is obtained. FIG. 56 shows the configura- 
tion of a SRS encoder implementing this exanrple by using shift registers. 
[0083] The length 1^ of the AL-PDU can be obtained by using the following expression. 



1^=1 h + 1 + 1 CRC + 16e target <2-7) 

[0084] The parameters 1^. t and Icrc "^"St be byte-aligned. Furthermore, the expression (2-7) must be used by the 
transmitting unit. In the receiving unit, the length of the AL-SDU't can be obtained by using the following expression. 

55 t^l^-lh-lcRC-l^e target (2-8) 

[0085] Both the expressions (2-7) and (2-8) must be calculated in octets as shown in the following example. It is now 
provisionally assumed that the receiving unit wants to transmit an AL-SDU* having t = 378 bits (47 octets). 2 target = 2, 
40 Ih = 24 bits (3 octets). I CRC = 16 bits (2 octets). 

[0086]. By using the expression (2-7). the length of the AL-PDU is found to be I v = 56 octets. An instantaneous rate 
result can be obtained by using the following expression. 



^resuH=(t+l CRcV(^v-'« h) 



In this example, the instantaneous rate r^esuit becomes rresuit = 49/53 = 0.9245. 

[0087] In the second embodiment, as heretofore described, a CRC code is first added to each of AL-SDUs obtained 
by dividing the AL-SDU at intervals of a predetermined length, and a coupled field of the AL-SDU and the CRC code is 
50 subjected to error correction encoding by taking an octet as the unit and using a shortened Reed-Solomon (SRS) code 
over GF(2®). Therefore, it becomes possible to provide the AL-PDU payload with a high burst error correction capability 
while maintaining the conformity to H.223. In application to a mobile communication system, therefore, it is possible to 
realize communication of high reliability by surely protecting not only the header but also the AL-PDU payload against 
transmission errors. 

55 [0088] In addition, in the present embodiment, the error correction encoding processing of the AL-SDU is conducted 
by using the shortened Reed-Solomon encoder over GF(2®). Therefore, the present emtxxliment can be applied to an 
AL-SDU having a variable length as well. In other words, a variable length encoding scheme is typically adopted as the 
image encoding scheme, in multimedia communication including image data. Accordingly, the AL-SDU length varies 
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from frame to frame. By using the shortened Reed-Solomon code over GF(2^) as in the second embodiment according 
to the present invention, however, such a variation in AL-SDU length can also be coped with. 

[0089] Furthermore, as the encoder for implementing the shortened Reed-Solomon encoding over GF(2^). an 
encoder using shift registers as shown in. for example. FIG. 55.is used. And when inputting the AL-SDU to this encoder 

in the present embodiment, the message elements are input in the order of u^.i. Uk.2 and uq as illustrated. By 

doing so. it is possible to implement the shortened Reed-Solomon encoding processing using a conventionally used 
general-purpose encoder of shift register type as it is. 

[0090] FIGS. 20 and 21 show results of simulation of the scheme heretofore described conducted with respect to an 
error rate occurrence situation. In the simulation results, the subject of comparison is a convolutional code of H.223/A. 
It was examined to what degree the en-or rate was improved without conducting retransmission in the case of computer 
data. As evident from FIGS. 20 and 21. the present invention scheme provides excellent error rate characteristics as 
compared with the conventional scheme which protects information data by using the convolutional code. 
[0091 ] Conditions of the above described simulation are shown below. 

MUX-PDU length: Variable-length AL-POU of approximately 40 octets in average + error correction code 
The number of times of simulation: 10,000 MUX-PDUs 
Error pattern: GSM, DECT (14 km/h) 

[0092] It is supposed that there are no errors in synchronizing and header. 

[0093] As another configuration of the shortened Reed-Solomon encoder, the following configuration is conceivable. 
First of all. the length of the variable-length encoded coupled field of the AL-SDU and the CRC is compared with a fixed 
length (255 bytes). If the length is shorter than the fixed length, the length of the AL-SDU + CRC is made equal to the 
fixed length by adding a sequence of null codes (0) thereto. Subsequently, the coupled field of the AL-SDU and CRC 
made to have the fixed length is input to the encoder shown in FIG. 55 in the order of uq. , ... Uk.2 and beginning 
from its head element, and encoded. From the encoded AL-PDU. the sequence of null codes is removed. A resultant 
shortened code is transmitted. By using such a configuration as well, the shortened Reed-Solomon code can be imple- 
mented. 



(Third Embodiment) 

[0094] FIG. 25 is a schematic configuration diagram of a MUX packet for description of a third embodiment of the 
present invention. 

[0095] In the MUX packet, a 7-bit header, i.e., a control bit group, represented as C = [c(1) c(7)J with each ele- 
ment assuming a value of +1 or - l. In the control bit group, various kinds of control information, such as the number of 
bits of each kind in multiplexing the media information pieces of voice, data and image, are contained. Unless these 
control bits are recognized correctly on the receiving side, the multiplexed media information of voice, data and image 
cannot be separated and reproduced. 

[0096] On the transmitting side, therefore, an 8-bit parity 1 represented as P = [p(1) p(8)] is generated for the 7- 

bit control bit group according to an encoding rule of the BCH (15. 7). And for 15 bits obtained from the 7-bit control bit 
group C and the 8-bit parity 1 P. 1 5-bit parity 2 represented as Q = [q(1 ) q(i 5)] is generated according to an encod- 
ing rule of the shortened BCH (30. 15). Details of the BCH codes are described in, for example. HideW Imai. -Encoding 
Theory." Corona Publishing Co., LTD. 1990. 

[0097] As a result, the 8-blt parity 1 and the 15-bit parity 2 are added to the 7-bit control bit group. Thereby, a 30-bit 
encoded control bit group T = [t(1) t(30)] is generated, where 

t(i)=cG). j=1 . .... 7 (Expression 1) 

tG+7)=p(j). j=i 8 

t(j+15)=qa). j=1 15 

[0098] And the 30 bits of the encoded control bit group T are not transmitted en bloc. Between the last'bit of the 8-bit 
parity 1 and the head bit of the 1 5-bit parity 2. media information bits containing A1 voice bits. A2 data bits and A3 image 
bits and having A = Al + A2 + A3 bits in total are interposed. Resultant bits are transmitted. In other words, the parity 
1 and the parity 2 are spaced from each other in time and transmitted. 

[0099] On the other hand, the receiving side receives the 30-bit encoded control bit group T and the A-bit information 
bit group. The received bits are equivalent to the transmitted bits plus noise added thereto on the transmission channel. 
In other words, the received encoded control bit group is the sum of the transmitted encoded control bit group 
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ponent G = [g(l) 9(30)1 . and is representeaas 



T = [t(l) t(30)] and a noise afffTponent G = [g(l) 9(30)] . and is represented as R = [r(1) r(30)] . where 

«'(j)=tG)+gG). j=l 30. (Expression 2) 

5 [01 00] If D [d( 1 ) d(30)] is derived in the decision unit according to 

1 : r(j) > 0 



(Expression 3) d(j) = 



|- 1 : r(j) < 0 



then decision errors occur more frequently as the noise component becomes greater. If errors exceed the decoding 
capability of the BCH code, then the control bits contain a bit error which is not corrected, and the characteristic is 
degraded. Therefore, such decision means should not be used. 
75 [01 01 ] In the third embodiment of the present invention, therefore, decoding is conducted on the basis of a maximum 
likelihood decoding method in order to improve the characteristic against noise. 

[0102] Among 30 bits of the transmitted encoded control bit group T the control bits are 7 bits of 

t(1) = c(1) t(7) = c(7) . Each of the 7 control bits assumes a value of +1 or -1 . Therefore, there are 2^ ways in total. 

Bits other than 7 control bits are parity bits determined from the control bits. In the parity 1 represented as 

20 P = [t(8) = p(1) t(15) = p(8)] as well, therefore, there are 2^ ways. In the parity 2 represented as 

Q = [t(16) = q(l) t(30) = q(l5)] as well, there are 2^ ways. Furthermore, also in the 30-bit transmitted encoded con- 
trol bit group T = [t(1) t(30)] containing all of them, there are 2^ ways. 

[0103] With respect to r(1) r(15) among received encoded control bits, a distance 61 from the transmitted encoded 

control bits t(l) t(15) having 2^ ways is first derived by using calculation of Euclidean distance represented by the 

25 following expression. . 



8^=(r(1)-t(l))^+-..+(r{15)-t(15))^ (Expression 4) 

30 Thus. 2^ 6i values are obtained. A transmitted encoded control bit group Tmini = [t(1 ) t(15)] associated with a min- 
imum value ^m\n^ among 2^ 5^ values is regarded as the most likely transmitted encoded control bit group estimated 
from the received encoded control bits r(l) r(l5). and selected. 

[0104] With respect to r(l6), .... r(30) among received encoded control bits, a distance 52 from the transmitted 
encoded control bits t(1 6) t(30) having 2^ ways is then derived in the same way by using the following expression. 

35 

b 2=(r(1 6)-t(16)) ^+...+(r(30)-t(30)) ^ (Expression 5) 

Thus, 2^ 62 values are obtained. A transmitted encoded control bit group Tmin2 = [t(15). .... t(30)] associated with a 
40 minimum value 5min2 among 27 82 values is regarded as thie most likely transmitted encoded control bit group estimated 
from r(16). .... r(30). and selected. 

[0105] Then, S^ini and 6min2 thus selected are compared with each other to find a minimum value among them. If as 
a result, for example, 6mini is minimum, the most reliable transmitted control bits are derived from the first 7 bits 
t(l) = c(l) t(7) = c(7). 

45 [0106] On the other hand, different processing is conducted in the case where 6mjn2 the minimum. In other words. 
t(l 5) t(30) were obtained by transforming t(1) t(15) on the basis of the encoding rule of the BCH (30. 15). There- 
fore, t(1) t(15) can be obtained by applying inverse transform on t(15), .... t(30). From the first 7 bits of t(1) t(15), 

c(1) c(7) can be obtained. In other words, from Tmin2 = [t(15) t(30)] . the most reliable transmitted control bits 

t(l ) = c(1) t(7) = c(7) are derived by using the inverse transform. 

50 [0107] In the present embodiment heretofore described, the most reliable transmitted control bits are reproduced in 
the. transmission of the control bits for multimedia multiplexing by selecting an optimum one out of a plurality of kinds of 
minimum values of the distance between the received encoded control bits and conceivable transmitted encoded con- 
trol bits, in addition, the parity 1 and the parity 2 are disposed in time positions spaced apart. Therefore, it is probable 
that the parity 1 has high additional noise, but the parity has low additional noise, or vice versa. A time diversity effect 

55 is thus obtained, resulting in reproduction of the control bits with high precision. 

[01 08] In the third embodiment heretofore described, the 8-bit parity 1 is generated for the 7-bit transmitted control bit 
group by using the BCH (15. 7). and furthermore the 15-bit parity 2 is generated by using the BCH (30. 15). However, 
the third embodiment is not restricted to this, bijt the parity 1 and the parity 2 can be generated for a transmitted control 
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bit group having an arbitrary number of bits by using other encoding methods. 
[01 09] For example, parity 3 may be added by using another encoding method after generating the parity 2 as shbwn 
in FIG. 28. By thus using a multi-stage configuration of parity, reproduction of the control bits with further higher preci- 
sion can be realized. 

[01 1 01 Furthermore, in the third embodiment, the parity 1 and the parity 2 are transmitted with time spacing between 
Even If addrtional no.se is high in one of the time periods, therefore, the characteristic is improved by time diversity pro- 
vided that additional noise is low in the Other of the time periods. However, the present invention is not necessarily 
restricted to utilization of this time diversity effect. 

[01 1 1 1 For example, the parity 1 and the parity 2 may be transmitted with frequency spacing between as shown in 
FIG. 29A. Even if additional noise is high at one frequency in this case, a high quality receiving characteristic can be 
obtained owing to a frequency diversity effect provided that additional noise is low at the other frequency. 
[01 1 2] Furthermore, in application to spread spectrum communication, the parity 1 and the parity 2 may be spread 
out and transmitted by using different spreading codes, for example, as shown in FIG. 29. Even if an interference signal 
has strong correlation with one of the spreading codes in this case, there is a possibility that the interference signal has 
weak correlation with the other of the spreading codes. By utilizing this, received data can be reproduced with a hiah 
quality . . • - . » 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

(01 1 3] As described with reference to the third embodiment, the MUX packet has a 7-bit control bit group represented 

as C = (c(1) c(7)] and its each element has a value of +1 or -1 . Unless the control bits are recognized correctly on 

the receiving side, multiplexed media information such as voice, data and image cannot be demultiplexed and repro- 
duced. ^ 

[01 14] On the transmitting side, therefore, the 8-bit parity 1 represented as P = [p(1) p(8)] is generated for the 7- 

bit control bit group according to the encoding rule of the BCH (15. 7). And for 1 5 bits obtained from the 7-bit control bit 

group C and the 8-bit parity 1 . 15-bit parity 2 represented as Q = [q(l ) q(i5)] is generated according to an encoding 

rule of the shortened BCH (30. 15). . " 

[01 15] As a result, the 8-bit parity 1 and the 15-bit parity 2 are added to the 7-bit control bit group. Thereby, a 30-bit 

encoded control bit group T = [t(1). t(30)] is generated, where 

tG)=c(i). j=1 7 (Expression 6) 

tO+7)=p(i). j=1 8. 

tG+15)=qG).j=1 15 

[01 1 6] And the 30 bits of the encoded control bit group T are not transmitted en bloc. Between the last bit of the 8-bit 
parity 1 and the head bit of the 1 5-bit parity 2, information bits containing A1 voice bits. A2 data bits and A3 image bits 
and having A = A1 ^. A2 + A3 bits in total are interposed. Resultant bits are transmitted. In other words, the parity 1 and 
the parity 2 are spaced from each other in time and transmitted. 

[01 17] On the other hand, the receiving side receives the 30-bit encoded control bit group T and the A-bit information 
bit group. The recaved bits are equivalent to the transmitted bits plus noise added thereto on the transmission channel 
and indicate real number values. In other words, the received encoded control bit group is the sum of the transmitted 

encoded control bit group T = [t(1) t(30)l and a noise component G = [g(1) g(30)] , and is represented as 

R = [r(1) r(30)]. where 

rO)=t(i)+g(j).j=1 30. (Expression 7) 

[01 1 8] If D (d( 1 ) d(30)] is derived in the decision unit according to 



f+ 1 : r(j) > 0 
- 1 : r( j) < 0 ' 



(Expression 8) d(j) = 
then decision errors occur more frequently as the noise component becomes greater. If errors exceed the decoding 
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control bits contain a bit error which is not corre 



capability, of the BCH code, then TRe control bits contain a bit error which is not corrected, and the characteristic is 

degraded. 

[0119] In a fourth embodiment of the present invention, therefore, decoding is conducted with due regard to the reli- 
ability of the decided value, in order to improve the characteristic against noise. In other words, retlability estimation of 

5 a decision value 0-[d(l) d(30)] is conducted on the basis of the received encoded control bit group 

R = [r(i) r(30)] as hereafter described, 

[0120] Among 30 bits of the transmitted encoded control bit group T, the control bits are 7 bits of 

t(1 ) = c(l) t(7) = c{7) . Each of the 7 control bits assumes a value of +1 or -1 . Therefore, there are 2^ ways in total" 

Bits other than 7 control bits are parity bits determined from the control bits. In the parity 1 represented as 

10 P = tt{8) = p(1) t(15) = p(8)J as well, therefore, there are 2^ . ways. In the parity 2 represented as 

Q = [t(16) = q(l) t(30) = q(15)] as well, there are 2^ ways. Furthermore, also in the 30-bit transmitted encoded con- 
trol bit group T = [t(1) t(30)] containing ail of them, there are 2^ ways. 

[0121] In the 30-bit transmitted encoded control bit group T = [t(1) t(30)] , there are 2^ ways. Here, a jth (j = 1 , 2. 

.... 30) element t(j) will now be considered. There are 2® ways In T having +1 as iQ). In the same way. there are also 2^ 
IS ways in T having -1 as t(j). 

[0122] A weighting parameter W [w(1) w(30)] formed of 30 elements is defined. Initial values are determined as 

follows. 



W{j)=0.0. j=1. 2 30 

[0123] Furthermore, a soft output S = [s(1) s(30)] formed of 30 elements is defined. Initial values are determined 

as follows. 

^5 sa)=rG).i=1. 2 30 

Here. r{j) is a jth element of the received encoded control bit group R = [r(l ) r(30)] . The weighting parameter W and 

the soft output S are corrected by an iterative process hereafter described. A process unit is executed by setting M and 
30 N as follows. 

Step 1:M = 1. N=:30 
Step2:M = 1. N= 15 
Step3:M = 16. N = 30 



[0124] As shown In FIG. 27. a process unit forming these three steps is repeated by steps S85, S86 and S87. 
Processing contents of the process unit are shown in FIG. 26. 

[0125] The process unit is also based on an algorithm applied to iterative decoding of a product code. First, for the 
soft input V[v(1) v(30)], 

v(j)=rG)+aw(j), j = M .... N (Expression 9) 



is calculated at step S80. where a is an coefficient of a real number value. 

[0126] Subsequently at step S81 . an Euclidean distance 6j+1 between the soft Input v(M) v(N) and the transmitted 

45 encoded control bits of 2® ways which are included in the transmitted encoded control bits t(M) t(N) of 2^ ways and 

which have an element t(j) G = M N) equivalent to +1 is calculated by using the following expression. 

6-^ = (v(M)-t(M)) 2 + (v(N)-t(N)) ^ (Expression 10) 

50 

Among 2^ Euclidean distance values, a minimum one is defined as Sn^jn j+l . In addition, the transmitted encoded control 
bits at that time are defined as tj+1 (M) tj+1 (N). 

[0127] In the same way. at step 882. a distance 6j-l between the received encoded control bits t(M) t(N) and the 

transmitted encoded control bits of 2^ ways which are Included in the transmitted encoded control bits t(M) t(N) of 

55 2^ ways and which have an element tQ) G = M N) equivalent to -1 is calculated by using the following expression. 

6: ^ = (v(M)-t(M)) ^ + .. . + (v(N) - t(N)) ^ (Expression 1 1 ) 
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Among 2** Euclidean distance values, a minimum one is defined as pi . In addition, the transmitted encoded control 
bits at that time are defined as tj-i(M) t|-i(N). 

[0128] When the received encoded control bit group R is received and its element r(j) is judged to be dG) = +1 . it can 
be said that the reliability is high in the case where S^inj-l is as great as possible and 6,„in j+1 is as small as possible. 
On the contrary, when the element r(j) is judged to be d(j) = -1 . the reliability is high in the case where 6f„in j+1 Is as 
great as possible and 5min j-i is as small as possible. 

[0129] Here, a log likelihood ratio (LLR) of t(j) of a transmitted symbol which is transmitted is defined by the following 
expression. 



(Expression 11-1) 



Here. Pr[tO) = +1/R] is a probability that a jth transmitted symbol tO) is 1 for a received symbol sequence R In the same 
way. Pr(tfl) = -1 /R] is a probability that the tQ) is -1 . 

[0130] By using s^jn j+1 and S^in j-1 . an approximate value of LLRO) as represented by the following expression can 
be obtained. 



u(j) = Sminj^-Sminj*'^ 



(Expression 12) 



When the element rG) is judged to be dO) = +1 . uQ) thus defined has a greater positive value as its reliability becomes 
higher. On the contrary, when the element r{j) is judged to be dQ) = -1 . uQ) assumes a negative value having a greater 
absolute value as its reliability becomes higher. Therefore. uG) represents a decision result with due regard to the reli- 
ability. Letting 



(Expression 13) 



hj(l) = \ 



uG) can be rewritten as 



N 

L +1 



"(i) = ^(va)+ S r{1)t]Ml)hj(1)). (Expression 14) 

i*j 

In this expression, the second term of the right side is a parameter dominating the reliability. By using this, the weighting 
parameter wG) is corrected as 

N 

wG)^ X ^0)tr 0)hi(1).j = M N (Expression 15) 



at step S83. In the same way. the soft output sG) is con-ected as 

sG)<-sG)+awG). i = M N (Expression 16) 

atstepS84. 

[0131] As heretofore described, repetition of the processing unit is conducted- Results of decision effected on s(1). 
.... s(7) by taking 0 as the reference are reproduced control bits. 

[0132] In the iteration of the process units heretofore described, the reliability of each received encoded control bit is 
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p^Wssing is conducted so as to include the parity^anc 



gradually increased. At step 1 . proBfssing is conducted so as to include the parity rand the parity 2. At step 2. process- 
ing is conducted so as to include only the parity 1 . At step 3. processing is conducted so as to include only the parity 2. 
[01 33] Furthermore, since the parity i and the parity 2 are disposed in positions spaced apart in time, the case where 
additional noise is high, for example, in the parity 1 . but additional noise is low in the parity 2. or vice versa may occur. 
5 In other words, a time diversity effect is brought about. Even if the precision of the reliability information obtained from 
one of the parity 1 and the parity 2 is low, therefore, reproduction of the control bits with high precision is conducted 
provided that the precision of the reliability information is high. 

[0134] Furthermore, in the fourth embodiment, intensity of the correction in the repetitive processing depends upon 
the magnitude of the coefficient a. The coefficient a may be constant, or maybe altered every step or in the middle of 
10 the repetition. In an early stage of the repetition, the precision of the estimated reliability is not necessarily high. For 
example, therefore, such a technique as to provide a with a value close to 0 in the early stage of the repetition and grad- 
ually make a closer to 1 as the repetition proceeds is conceivable. 

[0135] In the fourth embodiment heretofore described, the processing for raising the reliability is repeated in the order 
of the step 1 . step 2« arrd then step 3. However, the order is not restricted to this. Furthermore, all of the three steps 1 , 

75 2 and 3 need not necessarily be used. For example, only the steps 1 and 2 may be used. Or the number of steps may 
be altered in the middle of the repetition. For example, processing is conducted so as to include the parity 1 and the 
parity 2 at step 1. so as to include only the parity 1 at step 2. and so as to include only the parity 2 at step 3. As for the 
repetition of processing, it is desirable from the viewpoint of the precision to use a step including such a parity as to 
involve as less additional noise as possible. By selecting and altering a step according to the situation, the characteristic 

20 is further improved. 

[0136] Furthermore, in the fourth embodiment, the 8-bit parity 1 is generated for the 7-bit transmitted control bit group 
by using the BCH (15. 7). In addition, the 15-bit parity 2 is generated by the BCH (30. 15). However, the fourth embod- 
iment is not restricted to this. For the transmitted control bit group having an arbitrary nunnber of bits, the parity 1 and 
the parity 2 can be generated by using other encoding methods. 

25 [0137] Furthermore, in the fourth embodiment as well, the parity may have a multi-stage configuration as shown in 
FIG. 28. By doing so. reproduction of the control bits with further higher precision is implemented. Furthermore, the par- 
ity 1 and the parity 2 may be transmitted with frequency spacing between as shown in FIG. 29A in order to improve the 
receiving quality. Or the parity 1 and the parity 2 may be spread out and transmitted with by using different spreading 
codes as shown in FIG. 29B in order to improve the receiving quality. Or the above described schemes may be com- 

30 bined. 



(Fifth Embodiment) 



[01 38] A fifth embodiment of the present invention shows an examp'e of the case where the error protection is effected 
35 not only for the header but also for information signals such as computer data, voice and image. 

[0139] FIGS. 30 and 31 are configuration diagrams of an information signal for description of this embodiment. It is 
now provisionally assumed that there is an information signal having 11 x 1 1 =121 elements as shown in FIG. 30. This 
information signal includes computer dada. voice, and image. 

[0140] An apparatus of transmitting side first rearranges this information signal into a two-dimensional arrangement 

40 having 1 1 elements in the horizontal direction and having 1 1 elements in the vertical direction by using an interleaving 
unit. The interleaving brings about an effect of spreading burst errors caused on the transmission channel. 
[0141] Subsequently, for the two-dimensional ly arranged elements, parity signals are provided by taking a block as 
the unit as shown in FIG. 31. In other words, every information block having 11 elements in the horizontal direction is 
provided with 4 parity signals according to the encoding rule of. for example. BCH (15. 1 1). Subsequently, every infor- 

45 mation block having 1 1 elements in the vertical direction is provided in the same way with 4 parity signals according to 
the encoding rule of. for example, BCH (15. 11). By this processing. 11 x 4 = 44 parity signals in total are added in the 
horizontal direction, and 11 x 4 = 44 parity signals in total are added in the same way in the vertical direction as well. 
[0142] As a result, a transmitted encoded signal having 121 + 44 4- 44 = 209 elements which include both information 
signals and parity signals is generated. 

50 [0143] On the other hand, a receiving apparatus conducts decoding processing on the received encoded signal by 
using the decoding scheme described before with reference to the fourth embodiment, i.e., the decoding scheme in 
vyhich the reliability of the decision value of each bit is derived by the repetition of the process unit to effect code deci- 
sion. In the above described fourth embodiment, however, there are 2^ patterns of the encoded signal because the BCH 
(15. 7) code is used. The present embodiment differs from the fourth embodiment in that there are 21 1 encoded signal 

55 patterns because the BCH (15. 11) code is used. Furthermore, in the process unit. M = 1 and N = 15. In the present 
embodiment, the signals defined in the fourth embodiment are considered to be two-dimensional signals, such as a 
transmitted encoded signal t(l.j). a received encoded signal r(i,j), a reliability signal w(i.j). an input signal v(i.j). and an 
output signal s(i.j). 
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[0144] For the input signal the reliability signal w{i.j) and output signal s(i.j) eacThaving 209 elements, initial 
values are determined as follows. 

v(i.j)=0.0 
w(i.j)=0.0 
S(i.j)=r(ij) 

[0145] And letting at step 1 

v('.j)=«'(i.j)+aw(i.j)J=1 15, 

the process unit in the fourth emtxxiiment is executed for the first to eleventh blocks in the horizontal direction (i = 1 

1 1 ). and the reliability parameter w(i.j) Is derived for every element; And the output signal s(i.i) is corrected as 

S(i.i)<-s{i.j)+aw(t.i)j=1 15. 

[0146] Subsequently, letting at step 2 

v(ij)=r{i.j)+aw(ij).j=1 IS. 

the process unit in the fourth embodiment is executed for the first to eleventh blocks in the vertical direction 0 = 1 

1 1). and the reliability parameter w(i.j) is derived for every element. And the output signal s(i.j) Is corrected as 

s(i.j) <-s(i.j)+aw(i.j).j=1 15. 

[0147] By repetitively executing the step 1 and the step 2. the output signal s(i.j) raised in reliability can be obtained 
for every element. As the number of times of repetition is increased at this time, the reliability is raised, but the amount 
of computation and the processing time is increased. 

[0148] After repetitive computation of an appropriate number of times has been completed for all elements, therefore, 
computation is repeated for only elements requiring especially high reliability among ail elements. I.e., requiring high 
error protection. 

[0149] For example. If important data has been Inserted in the first block of the horizontal direction, then repetitive 
computation of an appropriate number of times is conducted, and thereafter the step 1 is executed only for the first block 
(i = 1 ) of the horizontal direction, and the step 2 is executed for each of the first to eleventh blocks G = 1 . ... 1 1) of the 
vertical direction. Thereafter, the step 1 and the step 2 are repeated. As a result, elements included in the first block of 
the horizontal direction are subjected to correction of the reliability w(i.j) in both the step 1 and the step 2. Therefore 
the computer data inserted in the first block of the horizontal direction can be decoded with high reliability. On the other 
hand, correction of the reliability w(i.j) for elements of other blocks is conducted only at the step 2. Therefore, the 
amount of computation is reduced, and the processing time is shortened. 

[0150] In the fifth embodiment as heretofore described, con-ection of the reliability is conducted by using the steps 1 
and 2 only for blocks In which highly Important data out of the transmitted information is inserted. For other blocks cor- 
rection of the reliability is conducted by using only the step 2. As compared with the case where correction of the relia- 
bility IS conducted by using the step 1 and the step 2 for all information blocks, therefore, it becomes possible to conduct 
decoding efficiently in a short processing time while keeping the receiving quality of highly important data high. 
[01 51 ] Furthermore. In the fifth embodiment, the number of parity bits added to all information can be made identical 
Unlike, for example, the case where a large number of parities are added to information having high importance and a 
small number of parities are added to information having importance which is not so high, therefore, it becomes unnec- 
essary to provide error correction encoders and error correction decoders each having a correctiori capability depend- 
ing upon the intensity stage of error correction in the transmitting apparatus and the receiving apparatus, respectively. - 
As a result, the circuit scale of the transmitting apparatus and the receiving apparatus can be made small. 
[01 52] In the fifth embodiment heretofore described, the reliability correction processing using the step 1 and the step 
2 IS repeated only for the first block of the horizontal direction. However, the reliability correction processing using the 
step 1 and the step 2 may be executed only for the first block of the vertical direction. Alternatively, the reliability correc- 
tion processing using the step 1 and the step 2 may be executed for a plurality of specific blocks among all blocks of the 
horizontal direction and the vertical direction, or for specific elements in one block. 

[0153] Furthermore, as the error correction signal, a different block code such as the Reed-Solomon code, or a con- 
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volutionai code may be used instea^f the BCH code. Furthermore, in the third and fifth embodiments, the distance 
between all patterns of. the transmitted encoded signal and the received encoded signal has been directly derived by 
using the calculation of the Euclidean distance. However, the distance calculation is not restricted to this, but distance 
calculation utilizing the trelis structure frequently used in decoding convoiutional codes and the like may also be used. 
5 [0154] Furthermore, the present invention can be applied not only to media Information, but also to other information 
data multiplex transmission. Especially, the present invention has been directed to the standardized scheme for multi- 
media information communication (MPEG (Moving Picture Experts Group) 4). As a matter of course, therefore, infor- 
mation of that standardized scheme is included as the handled information. 

10 (Sixth Embodiment) 

[0155] In a sixth embodiment of the present invention, a system for accommodating a plurality of kinds information 
data such as voice data, image data and computer data into a single packet and conducting radio transmission of the 
packet is divided into an important part and an unimportant part. In the important part, the above described various 
75 kinds of information data need to be intensely protected against transmission errors. Even if errors occur in the unim- 
portant part, reception and reproduction of the information data are not so severely affected. And the important part is 
doubly encoded by using first and second error correction codes and transmitted. The unimportant part is encoded by 
using only the second error correction code and transmitted. 

[0156] FIGS. 32A and 32B are circuit block diagrams showing the configuration of an AL (Adaptation Layer) of a com- 
20 munication apparatus for implementing the present embodiment. FIG. 32A shows an AL processing unit of the trans- 
mitting side, and FIG. 326 shows an AL processing unit of the receiving side. 

[0157] The AL processing unit of the transmitting side includes an important part (high QoS) selector 31. a first 
encoder 32. a second encoder 33. and an AL header adder 34. On the other hand, the AL processing unit of the receiv- 
ing side includes an AL header detector, a second decoder 42, a first decoder 43. and a decoded data processor 44. . 

25 [0158] Such a configuration will now be described by taking image data as an example. A bit stream of image data is 
first input to the high QoS selector 31 . In the high QoS selector 31 . the bit stream of image data is divided into an impor- 
tant part (high QoS part) and an unimportant part (low QoS part). For example, in the case of a MPEG4 image, data 
such as RM (Resynchronization Marker), MBA (Macroblock Address) and QP (Quantization Parameter) is decided to 
be the important part and other data are decided to be the unimportant part. 

30 [0159] Among the image data resulting from the division, the important part is input to the first encoder 32 and sub- 
jected to error correction encoding. As the first encoder 32, a Reed-Solomon (RS) encoder over GF(2®) having a cor- 
rection capability of t bytes, for example, is used. In general, the code length of the RS code is fixed to 255 bytes. 
However, the length of the important part of the image data is a variable length and sometimes shorter than 255 bytes. 
In such a case, the RS code is shortened and used. For example, in the case where the code length of the important 

35 part is I HQ. a shortened (I HQ + 2e, I HQ) RS code is used, where I HQ + 2e ^ 255. 

[0160] To the head of encoded image data of the important part output from the first encoder 32. a header H (1 byte) 
representing its code length is added. As illustrated, this header is formed of 8-bit length information representing the 
length of the important part (high QoS part), 4-bit location information representing the location of the important part in 
the AL-SDU, and an error correction code having a 12-bit Golay (24. 12) code. 

40 [01 61 ] Furthermore, to the tail end of the encoded image data of the important part with the header H added thereto 
and image data of the unimportant part, a CRC serving as an error correction code and a tail bit TB are added. The TB 
is provided for convoiutional encoding conducted in the second encoder 33. 

[0162] An AL-SOU thus generated is input to the second encoder 33 and subjected to error correction encoding 
therein. For the second error correction encoding, a convoiutional code having an encoding rate of 1/4 is used. An 

45 encoded image data sequence obtained as a result of this convoiutional encoding is punctured so as to have a prede- 
termined encoding rate r^arget. and thereafter input to the AL header adder 34 as an AL payload. In the AL header adder 
34, an AL header including a number indicating the transmitting order of the signal is added to the above described AL 
payload. The AL payload having the AL header added thereto is input to a multiplexing unit (MUX), which is not illus- 
trated, as an AL-PDU (Protocol Data Unit). 

50 [0163] In the multiplexer, the above described AL-PDU of image data is inserted into a packet as shown in FIG. 13 
together with an AL-PDU of voice data and an AL-PDU of voice data generated in the same way in other AL processors. 
And this multiplex packet is modulated, and then transmitted from a radio unit onto a radio transmission channel. 
[0164] On the other hand, in a communication apparatus of the receiving side, the multiplex packet signal transmitted 
via the radio transmission channel is received, demodulated, and then input to a demultiplexing unit. In the demultiplex- 

55 ing unit, the multiplex packet signal is demultiplexed to the AL-PDU of the image data, the AL-PDU of the voice data 
and the AL-PDU of the computer data. And these AL-PDUs are subjected to error correction decoding in respective AL 
processing units. 

[0165] For example, in the AL processing unit for image data, the AL header is first extracted in the AL header detector 
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41. The AL payload is inverse-punctured, then input to the second decoder 42. and therein first subjected to error cor- 
rection decoding by using the Viterbi decoding scheme. As for the AL-SDU* resulting from this decoding, the encoded 
image data of the important part is selected on the basis of the content of the header H. The encoded image data of 
the important part is input to the first decoder 43. and subjected to RS decoding therein. By the way code errors caused 
tn the header are corrected by error correction decoding using the error correction code (Golay (24. 12) code). 
[0166] In the decoded data processor 44. the AL-SDU is reproduced by using the image data of the important part 
subjected to the RS decoding and the image data of the unimportant part of the AL-SDU'. From this AL-SOU the 
received bit stream of image data is reproduced. 

[01 671 In the sixth embodiment heretofore described, information data is divided into an important part and an unim- 
portant part. Only the important part is subjected to RS encoding. Thereafter, the information data of the encoded 
important part and the information data of the unimportant part are subjected to error correction encoding using a con- 
volutional code. 

[0168] Therefore, the Important part of the information data can be protected intensely by using double en-or con-ec- 
tion encoding. Even In the case where the information data is transmitted via a radio transmission channel having a 
degraded transmission quality therefore, the probability that the information can be decoded and reproduced con-ectly 
on the receiving side becomes high. Furthermore, since double error correction is conducted only for the important part 
of the information data, the transmission efficiency can be raised as compared with the case where double error cor- 
rection is conducted for all of the information data. 

[01 69] Furthermore, in the sixth embodiment, the error detection function is provided by adding the CRC to the header 
representing the code length of the data of the important part subsequent to the RS encoding. Therefore, it becomes 
possible to specify the range of the important part included in the AL-SDU* more accurately. As a result. It becomes pos- 
sible to conduct the RS decoding of the information part more accurately 
[0170] For the sixth embodiment heretofore described, the following variant is conceivable. 

[0171] In other words, the RS encoding conducted for the important part of the information data in the first encoder 
32 can be replaced by convolutional encoding. FIG. 34 is a diagram showing operation conducted in the case where 
this convolutional encoding is effected. 

[0172] On the transmitting side, interleaving is first conducted for the important (high QoS) part. To the information 
data of the important part, a header H (1 byte) representing its code length, a ORG, and a tail bit TB are added Sub- 
sequently for the whole of the information data of the important part having the header H and so on added thereto con- 
volutional encoding Is conducted by using a first convolutional code. According to the necessity it is then punctured so 
as to have a predetermined encoding rate. 

[01 73] Apart therefrom, a CRC and a tail bit TB are added to the whole of the above described AL-SDU including both 
the important part and the unimportant part of the information data to form AL-SDU\ For the AL-SDU\ error correction 
encoding is conducted by using a second convolutional code. The encoded AL-SDU' is punctured so as to have a pre- 
determined encoding rate. 

[0174] Finally, the information data of the important part encoded by using the first convolutional code and the AL- 
SDU' encoded by using the second convolutional code are multiplexed to generate an AL payload. An AL header is 
added to the AL payload. An AL-PDU is thus generated, and transmitted. 

[0175] On the receiving side, for the information data of the important part encoded by using the first convolutional 
code and the AL-SDU' encoded by using the second convolutional code, decoding processing is conducted by using 
different decoders, respectively Between the decoders, iterative decoding is conducted for the information of the impor- 
tant part. Information data of the important part and information data of the unimportant part reproduced by the decod- 
ing processing are combined to form AL-SDU. On the basis of the AL-SDU. the bit stream of the original received data 
IS reproduced. 

[0176] Also by using such a configuration, it becomes possible to conduct double error correction encoding on the 
important part of the important part of the information data, and it becomes possible to transmit the information data 
correctly while ensuring the transmission efficiency to some degree. 

[0177] In another variant, the transmission channel state is monitored. In the case where the transmission channel 
quality has been judged to be fine, the encoding rate target of the convolutional code in the second encoder 33 
described with reference to FIG. 32 is set to 1. By doing so. it is possible to bring the second encoder 33 into a through 
state and omit the convolutional encoding for the AL-SDU'. 

[0178] Furthermore, in a system fixedly using a transmission channel having a fine transmission quality, the second 
encoder 33 and the second decoder 42 may be removed from the multiplexing apparatus and the demultiplexing appa- 
ratus, respectively Circuit configurations of the multiplexing apparatus and the demultiplexing apparatus in this case are 
shown in FIGS. 35A and 35B. respectively 

[0179] By using such a configuration, the encoding rate of the convolutional code required to obtain a desired quality 
becomes smaller. Even in a system having a limited transmission band, such as a mobile communication system there- 
fore. It IS possible to implement information transmission of a higher quality and a higher rate. In addition, the error cor- 
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cessing in the multiplexing apparatus andiro demultiplexing apparatus can be 

simplified. 

[0180] The RS code used in FIGS, 33 and 34 to conduct error correction encoding on the important part of the infor- 
mation data, and the first convolutional code described with reference to FIG. 34 may be replaced by other error cor- 
rection codes. 

[0181] The sixth embodiment has heretofore been described by taking the multiplexing apparatus and the demulti- 
plexing apparatus of the multimedia multiplex information transmission system as an example. However, the error cor- 
rection scheme for the information data described with reference to the sixth embodiment can be applied to other 
information transmission systems as well. As for the error correction scheme itself, various embodiments as hereafter 
described are conceivable. Hereafter, the embodiments will be described. 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

[0182] FIG. 36 is a schematic configuration diagram of an error correction coding apparatus of an error correction 
system according to a seventh embodiment of the present invention. 

[0183] Information data are various kinds of media information such as computer data, voice data and image data. In 
an information classifier which is not illustrated, these information data are divided into a first information signal 
sequence (layer 1) requiring error protection of an ordinary degree and a second information signal sequence (layer 2) 
requiring more intense error protection than the layer 1 For example, in the case where a plurality of kinds of media 
information are subjected to multiplex transmission, voice data and image data are classified as information of the layer 
1 and computer data is classified as the layer 2. Furthermore, the same media information may be divided into the layer 
1 and the layer 2. For example, in the case of image data, various kinds of control information, movement prediction 
information, and a low frequency component of discrete cosine transform (OCT) need intense error protection. There- 
fore, these kinds of information are classified as the layer 2. and information of a high frequency component of DCT is 
classified as layer 1 . 

[0184] A first information signal sequence Si classified as the layer 1 and a second information signal sequence S2 
classified as the layer 2 are input to a first encoder 51. In the first encoder 51. they are collectively subjected to error 
correction encoding by using, for example, a convolutional code. As a result, a first inspection signal sequence El is 
generated. Out of the first and second information signal sequences Si and S2. the second information signal 
sequence S2 which is more important is changed in information element order by an interleaving unit 53. then input to 
a second encoder 52. and subjected to error correction encoding by using, for example, a convolutional code. As a 
result, a second inspection signal sequence E2 is generated. 

[0185] The first information signal sequence S1 . the second information signal sequence 82. the first inspection signal 
sequence E1. and the second inspection signal sequence E2 are multiplexed, for example, as shown in FIG. 37. and 
transmitted to a transmission channel. 

[0186] On the other hand, an error correction decoding apparatus of the receiving side is formed as described below, 
FIGS. 38 to 42 are circuit block diagrams showing the configurations. 
[0187] In other words, five decoding schemes are conceivable. 

(1) First decoding scheme 

[0188] In a first decoding scheme, received information signal sequences SI and S2 are input to a first decoder 61 
together with an inspection signal sequence El as shown in FIG. 38. They are subjected to error correction decoding 
therein. As a result, first and second decoded information signal sequences Si a and S2a are obtained. 
[0189] As for the decoding scheme of the first decoder 61 . a decision is made as to whether a received information 
signal sequence of real value elements containing noise is +1 or -1 depending upon whether it is greater than 0. Thus, 
so-called hard decision is used. If this hard decision is used, simple decoding is possible. In the case where decoding 
of further higher precision is necessary, it is preferable to use most likelihood decoding based upon soft decision in 
which decoding is conducted without making a decision on the received information signal sequence of real value ele- 
ments containing noise. 

[0190] The first decoding scheme is used in the case where the transmission channel quality is comparatively favo- 
rable and the second information signal sequence .S2 can be decoded correctly by error correction decoding in the first 
decoder 61 . 

(2) Second decoding scheme 

[0191] In a second decoding scheme, received information signal sequences 81 and 82 are input to a first decoder 
61 together with a received inspection signal sequence El as shown in FIG. 39. They are subjected to error correction 
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decoding therein. As a result, decoded information signal sequences Si a and S2a are obtained. Out of the decoded 
Information signal sequences Si a and S2a, the decoded information signal sequence S2a is changed In Information 
element order by an Interleaving unit 63. then input to a second decoder 62 together with a received inspection code 
E2. and subjected to error correction encoding therein. Its output signal sequence is subjected to de-interleaving in a 

5 de-interleaving unit 64 to form a decoded information signal sequence S2b. 

[0192] As for the decoding schemes of the first and second decoders 61 and 62. it is conceivable to use the hard deci- 
sion for both decoders or use the most likelihood decoding method based upon the soft decision for both decoders. 
Besides, there Is also conceivable such a scheme that the most likelihood decoding based upon the soft decision is 
conducted in the first decoder 61 , and thereafter the hard decision is conducted in the second decoder 62. 

w [0193] In the second decoding scheme, double error correction decoding is conducted ori the information signal 
sequence S2 of the layer 2 in the first and second decoders 61 and 62. Even if the transmission channel quality is poor 
as in the case where, for example, a radio transmission channel is used as the transmission channel, therefore, at least 
the second Information signal sequence S2 can be decoded correctly For example. In the case where Image data are 
divided to a layer 1 and a layer 2 for transmission, at least various kinds of information which is important in constructing 

15 images can be decoded and reproduced correctly. Therefore, sufficiently decipherable images can be reconstructed. 

(3) Third decoding scheme 

[0194] A third decoding scheme is shown in FIG. 40. First of all. a received information signal sequence S2 is sub- 
20 jected to interleaving in an interleaving unit 63. then input to a second decoder 62 together with a received inspection 
signal sequence E2. and subjected to error correction decoding therein. Subsequently, a decoded information signal 
sequence S2a obtained from the second decoder 62 is subjected to de-Interleaving in a de-interleaving unit 64. then 
input to a first decoder 61 together with a received information signal sequence S1 and a received inspection signal 
sequence El. and subjected to error correction decoding therein. As a result, a decoded information signal sequence 
25 Si a and a decoded information signal sequence S2b are obtained. 

[0195] As for the decoding schemes of the first and second decoders 61 and 62. it is conceivable in the same way as 
the case of the second decoding scheme to use the hard decision for both decoders or use the most likelihood decoding 
method based upon the soft decision for both decoders. Besides, there is also conceivable such a scheme that the most 
likelihood decoding based upon the soft decision Is conducted in the second decoder 62, and thereafter the hard decl- 
30 sion is conducted in the first decoder 61 . 

(4) Fourth decoding scheme 

[0196] In a fourth decoding scheme, decoding of an information signal sequence S2 requiring intense error protection 
35 is conducted by repeating the most likelihood decoding between a first decoder 61 and a second decoder 62. This aims 
at obtaining a highly reliable decoded information signal sequence. 

[0197] As shown in FIG. 41. a received Information signal sequence Si and a received information signal sequence 
S2 are first input to a first decoder 61 together with a received inspection signal sequence El. and subjected to error 
correction decoding using the most likelihood decoding method therein. Reliability information of the received Infbrma- 
40 tion signal sequence S2 obtained by the first decoder 61 is added in an adder 69 to the received information signal 
sequence -S2. subjected to interleaving in an interleaving unit 63, then input to a second decoder 62 together with a 
received inspection signal sequence E2. and subjected to error correction decoding using the most likelihood decoding 
method therein. At this time, a decoded information signal sequence Sla obtained from the first decoder 61 is output 
as It Is as a decoding result. 

45 [0198] On the other hand, reliability Information of the received Information signal sequence S2 obtained from the sec- 
ond decoder 62 Is subjected to de-Interleaving in a de-interleaving unit 68. then added In an adder 67 to the received 
information signal sequence S2, and Input to the first decoder 61. Furthermore, at this time, there are input to the first 
decoder 61 reliability information of the received information signal sequence SI and reliability information of the 
received inspection signal sequence El previously obtained from the first decoder 61. after being added in adders 65 

50 and 66 to the received information signal sequence Si and the received inspection signal sequence El, respectively. 
The most likelihood decoding is thus conducted therein again. 

[0199] Reliability information of the received information signal sequence S2 obtained as a result of decoding of the 
second time from the first decoder 61 is added in an adder 69 to the received information signal sequence S2. then sub- 
jected to interleaving, and input to the second decoder 62. Furthermore, at this time, there is input to the second 
55 decoder 62 reliability information of the received inspection signal sequence E2 obtained by the decoding of the first 
time, after being added in an adder 70 to the received inspection signal sequence E2. The most likelihood decoding is 
thus conducted therein again. 

[0200] Between the first decoder 61 and the second decoder 62. the decoding processing using the iteration of the 
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most likelihood decoding is thus conducted on the received information signaTsequence S2. The iterative decoding 
processing heretofore described is repeated by a predetermined number of times. After this repetition has been fin- 
ished, a decoded information signal sequence obtained from the second decoder 62 is subjected to de-interleaving in 
a de-interleaving unit 64, and output as a decoded information signal sequence. S2c. 
5 [0201 ] During the iterative decoding processing heretofore described, the received information signal sequences Si 
and S2 and the received inspection signal sequences El and E2 are stored in a memory which is not illustrated. Every 
iteration, they are read out from the memory and input to the first and second decoders 61 and 62. Before the iterative 
decoding processing is started, each reliability information is initialized to "0". 

10 (5) Fifth decoding scheme 

[0202] A fifth decoding scheme is another scheme using iteration of the most likelihood decoding. 
[0203] As shown in FIG. 42. a received inforrhation signal sequence S2 is first subjected to interleaving in an inter- 
leaving unit 63. then input to a secorxj decoder 62 together with a received inspection signal sequence E2. and sub- 

75 j acted to the most likelihood decoding therein. And reliability information of the received information signal sequence 
S2 obtained from the second decoder 62 is subjected to de-interleaving in a de-interleaving unit 64. then added in an 
adder 67 to the received information signal sequence S2, and input to a first decoder 61 . At this time, a received infor- 
mation signal sequence S1 and a received inspection signal sequence El are input to the first decoder 61 . and the most 
likelihood decoding is conducted. 

20 [0204] Furthermore, reliability infornnation of the received information signal sequence S2 obtained from the first 
decoder 61 is added in an adder 69 to the received information signal sequence S2, subjected to interleaving in the 
interleaving unit 63. and then input to the second decoder 62. At this time, there is input to the second decoder 62 reli- 
ability information of the received inspection signal sequence E2 obtained from the second decoder 62, after being 
added in an adder 70 to the received inspection signal sequence E2. The most likelihood decoding is thus conducted 

25 again. 

[0205] Between the first decoder 61 and the second decoder 62. the decoding processing utilizing the iteration of the 
most likelihood decoding is thus conducted on the received information signal sequence S2. The iterative decoding 
processing heretofore described is repeated by a predetermined number of times. After this repetition has been fin- 
ished, a decoded information signal sequence S2c resulting from hard decision in the decoder 61 is output together with 

30 a decoded information signal sequence Si a. 

[0206] The decoding processing utilizing the iteration of the most likelihood decoding heretofore described in (4) and 
(5) can be theoretically explained as follows: if elements of a received signal sequence and previous information of 
respective elements are input to a most likelihood decoder, elements of the received signal sequence are output 
together with reliability information of respective elements. 

35 [0207] To be concrete, if we let the number of elements of an encoded signal including both an information signal 
sequence and an inspection signal sequence be N. a transmitted encoded signal sequence is represented as 

x=(x(1).x(2) (N)] 

40 where x(j) is its jth element If a received encoded signal sequence is represented as 

R=[r(1).r(2) r(N)] 

and a noise signal sequence added on the transmission channel is represented as 

45 

E=[e(1).e(2). .,.e(N)] 

then it follows that 

50 r(j)=xO)+e(i), j=l ,2 N. (Expression 1 7) 

[0208] Here, the following long likelihood ratio (LLR) is calculated every element of each signal sequence. 
' LLRQ) = log p^f^*^^ ! t^R^^ ^ ^ = ' ^^-^ (Expression 18) 
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[0209] Here, the log likelihood ratio LLR(j) is a logarithm value of a ratio of a probability Pr[xG) = +1/R] that a trans- 
mitted encoded value of a 1,^ element of a received signal sequence R is xQ) =. +1 to a probability Pr[x(j) = -1/R] that 
x(j) = -1 . As the probability that x(j) ^ +1 becomes greater. LLR(i) assumes a positive value having a greater absolute 
value. As the probability that x(j) = -1 becomes greater, LLRQ) assumes a negative value having a greater absolute 
5 value. 

[0210] The LLR(j) provides reliability information when judging each element r(i) of the received signal sequence R 
to be +1 or -1 . The calculation method of LLRQ) is described, for example, in J. Hagenauer. E. Offer. L. Papke. "Iterative 
decoding of biriary block and convolutional codes". IEEE Trans. IT. vol. 42. no. 2. pp. 429 - 445, March 1996. 
[021 1 ] In other words, the log likelihood ratio LLR is calculated in the first decoder 61 for each element of the received 

10 information signal sequence. As previous information, the reliability information of each element thus output is added to 
each element of the received signal sequence input to the second decoder 62. On the other hand, the log likelihood 
ratio LLR is calculated in the second decoder 62 for each element of the received signal sequence. As previous infor- 
mation, the reliability information of each element thus output is added to each elemerrt of the received signal sequence 
input to the first decoder 61 . And by iterating the most likelihood decoding between the first decoder 61 and the second 

IS decoder 62. the reliability of the decoded information signal sequence thus output is gradually raised. After the decod- 
ing is conducted a predetermined number of times, hard decision of +1 and -1 is conducted and the decision values are 
adopted as the final decoded information signal sequence. 

[0212] The number of times of iteration is suitably determined according to the demanded error correction capability 
and permitted processing amount and delay amount. For example, in the case where the demanded error correction 
20 capability is high, the number of times of iteration decoding is set to a greater value to conduct highly reliable decoding. 
By using the iterative decoding in this case, decoding having a high error correction capability can be implemented with 
a comparatively small circuit scale. In contrast to this, in the case where the permitted processing delay amount is small, 
the nunriber of times of iteration is set within the range of the permitted delay amount 

[0213] When signal sequences are input to the first and second decoders 61 and 62 in the above described fourth 
25 and fifth decoding schemes, it is desirable to normalize each of these signal sequences by the root mean square value 
of each element r(j) forming a received encoded signal sequence R or the value of an element r(j)max assuming a max- 
imum value. By doing so. it is possible to prevent the Euclidean distance from increasing although the reliability infor- 
mation is raised by the Iterative decoding. As a result the decoding precision can be raised. The normalizatiorv of the 
signal sequences may be effected by using two or more values preset on the basis of the level of the received encoded 
30 signal sequence R. 

[0214] On the transmitting side in the seventh embodiment as heretofore described, information data is divided into 
an information signal sequence S2 requiring interise error protection and an information signal sequence S1 other than 
that. The information signal sequences S1 and S2 are subjected in the first encoder 51 to the error correction encoding 
to generate the inspection signal sequence El. As for the information signal sequence S2. it is singly subjected in the 

35 second encoder 52 to the error correction encoding to generate the inspection signal sequence E2. These inspection 
signal. sequences El and E2 are transmitted together with the information signal sequences SI and 82. 
[0215] On the other hand, five kinds of decoding scheme are prepared on the receiving side. At each time, an opti- 
mum one is selected out of the above described five kinds of decoding scheme according to various conditions con- 
cerning the transmission, and the received information signal sequences SI and 32 are decoded by using the selected 

40 one. 

[0216] As for the conditions forming the basis of the selection, the properties of the transmission information can be 
first mentioned. To be concrete, the properties are the kind of information data (image data, voice data, or computer 
data), whether the transmitted information data is required of real time property, required decoding quality, permitted 
processing delay amount and so on. These conditions can be recognized in, for example, an interval of negotiation 

45 conducted between the transmitting side and the receiving side prior to the transmission of the information data. 

[0217] As another condition forming the basis of the selection, the state of the transmission channel can be men- 
tioned. This means the quality of the transmission channel. It can be detected by monitoring, on the communication 
apparatus of the receiving side, the received field strength, frequency of error detection using an error detection code 
such as a CRC (Cyclic Redundancy Code), frequency of re-transmitting using the repeat function such as ARQ (Auto- 

50 matic Repeat Request), jitter occurrence amount in the synchronizing or demodulation system, the accumulation 
amount of the information data in the transmitting and receiving buffers, and so on. 

[0218] As a concrete example of the selection, the following can be mentioned. Under such a condition that the trans- 
mission channel quality is comparatively fine as in the case where a wire transmission channel is used, the first decod- 
ing scheme is selected for the decoding. On the other hand, under such a condition that the transmission channel 
55 quality is poor as in the case where a radio transmission channel is used, one of the second to fifth decoding schemes 
is selected for the decoding. Even if the same radio channel is used, the fourth or fifth decoding scheme is selected for 
decoding in the case where the transmission delay is permitted to some degree and high reliability is demanded. On 
the other hand, in the case where the degree of permission of the transmission delay is low. the second or third decod- 
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Ing scheme is selected for d^BBing, 
[021 9] In the case where information data requiring the real time property, such as voice data, is to be decoded, the 
second or third decoding scheme is selected. Or even if the fourth or fifth decoding scheme is selected, the number of 
times of iteration is set to a small value. On the other hand, in the case where information data which does not require 
5 the real time property, but requires high reliability is to be decoded, the fourth or fifth decoding scheme is selected and 
the number of times of iteration is set to a large value. 

[0220] Owing to such a configuration, it is possible to keep the transmission efficiency high, and decode and repro- 
duce at least information data requiring intense error protection with high reliability. In addition, it is possible to select 
an optimum decoding scheme for decoding according to the transmission condition at each time and the property of the 

10 transmitted information. 

[0221 ] Furthermore, when inputting the first and second information signal sequences S1 and S2 to the first encoder 
51 in the seventh embodiment, they are input as they are. On the other hand, when inputting the second information 
signal sequence S2 to the second encoder 52, interleaving is conducted. In the case where it is desired to simply 
decode the first and second information signal sequences on the receiving side by using only the first decoder 61 . such 
IS a configuration makes it possible to conduct decoding without effecting the interleaving and de-interleaving. 

(Eighth Embodiment) 

[0222] An eighth emkxxliment of the present invention has been obtained by further improving the seventh embodi- 
20 ment. When inputting the second information signal sequence S2_to the second encoder in the error correction encod- 
ing apparatus of the transmitting side, the second information signal sequence S2 is input as it is. On the other hand, 
when inputting the first and second information signal sequences SI and S2 to the first encoder in the error correction 
encoding apparatus of the transmitting side, interleaving is conducted on the second information signal sequence S2. 
[0223] FIG. 43 is a block diagram showing the configuration of an error corriection encoding apparatus according to 
25 the eighth embodiment. 

[0224] A first information signal sequence S1 classified as a layer 1 by a classifying unit which is not illustrated is input 
to a first encoder 71 as it is. A second information signal sequence S2 classified as a layer 2 is changed in information 
element order by an interleaving unit 53. and then input to the first encoder 71 . In the first encoder 71 . the first and sec- 
pnd information signal sequences SI and S2 are collectively subjected to error correction encoding by using, for exam- 
30 pie, a convolutional code. As a result, a first inspection signal sequence El is generated. 

[0225] On the other hand, tiie second information signal sequence S2 is input singly to a second encoder 72 as^weli. 
and subjected to error correction encoding therein by using, for example, a convolutional code. As a result a s^nd 
inspection signal sequence E2 is generated. 

[0226] And the first information signal sequence SI . the second information signal sequence S2, the first inspection 
35 signal sequence El , and the second inspection signal sequence E2 are multiplexed, for example, as shown in FIG. 37, 
and transmitted to a transmission channel. 

[0227] On the other hand, an en-or correction decoding apparatus of the receiving side has a configuration hereafter 
described. FIGS. 44 to 48 are circuit block diagrams showing its configuration. 

[0228] in other words, in tiie eighth embodiment as well, five decoding schernes arie conceivable in the same way as 
40 the seventh embodiment. 

(1) Rrst decoding scheme 

[0229] A first decoding scheme is shown in FIG. 44. A received Information signal sequence S2 is input to a second 
45 decoder 82 together with an inspection signal sequence E2, and subjected to error correction decoding therein. As a 
result, a second decoded information signal sequence S2a is obtained. As for a received information signal sequence 
SI . it is output as it is. without being subjected to error correction decoding. 

[0230] As for the decoding scheme of tiie second decoder 81 . a decision is made as to whether a received Information 
signal sequence of real value elements containing noise is +1 or -1 depending upon whether it is greater than' O. Thus. 
50 so-called hard decision is used. If this hard decision is used, simple decoding is possible. In the case where decoding 
of further higher precision is necessary, it is preferable to use most likelihood decoding based upon soft decision in 
which decoding is conducted witiiout making a decision on the received information signal sequence of real value ele- 
ments containing noise. 

[0231] The first decoding scheme is used in the case where the transmission channel quality is comparatively favo- 
55 rable and the. second, information signal sequence S2 can be decoded correctly by error correction decoding in the sec- 
ond decoder 82. 
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[0232] In a second decoding scheme, a received information signal sequence S2 is input to a second decoder 82 
together with a received inspection signal sequence E2 as shown in FIG. 45. It is subjected to error correction decoding 

5 therein. As a result, a decoded information signal sequence S2a Is obtained. The decoded information signal sequence 
S2a is changed in information element order by an interleaving unit 83, then input to a first decoder 81 together with a 
received information signal sequence Si and a received inspection code El . and subjected to error correction encoding 
therein. A decoded information signal sequence S1a output from the first decoder 81 is output as it is. The decoded 
. information signal sequence S2a is subjected to de-interleaving in a de-interleaving unit 84. A resultant information sig- 

10 nai sequence is output as a decoded information signal sequence S2b. 

[0233] As for the decoding schemes of the first and second decoders 81 and 82. it is conceivable to use the hard deci- 
sion for both decoders or use the most likelihood decoding method based upon the soft decision for both decoders. 
Besides, there is also conceivable such a scheme that the most likelihood decoding based upon the soft decision is 
conducted in the second decoder 82. and thereafter the hard decision is conducted in the first decoder 81 . 

75 [0234] In the second decoding scheme* double error correction decoding is conducted on the information signal 
sequence S2 of the layer 2 in the first and second decoders 81 and 82. Even if the transmission channel quality is poor 
as in the case where, for example, a radio transmission channel is used as the transmission channel, therefore, at least 
the second information signal sequence S2 can be decoded correctly. For example, in the case where image data are 
divided to a layer 1 and a layer 2 for transmission, at least various kinds of information which is important in constructing 

20 images can be decoded and reproduced correctly. Therefore, sufficiently decipherable images can be reconstructed. 

^(3) Third decoding scheme 

[0235] A third decoding scheme is shown in FIG. 46. First of all. a received information signal sequence S2 is sub- 
25 jected to interleaving in an interleaving unit 83. then input to a first decoder 81 together with a received information sig- 
nal sequence S1 and a received inspection signal sequence El , and subjected to error correction decoding therein. A 
decoded information signal sequence S2a obtained from the first decoder 81 is subjected to de-interleaving in a de- 
interleaving unit 84. then input to a second decoder 82 together with a received inspection signal sequence E2. and 
subjected to error correction decoding therein. As a result, a decoded information signal sequence S2b is obtained. 
30 [0236] As for the decoding schemes of the first and second decoders 81 and 82, it is conceivable in the same way as 
the case of the second decoding scheme to use the hard decision for both decoders or use the most likelihood decoding 
method based upon the soft decision for both decoders. Besides, there is also conceivable such a scheme that the most 
.likelihood decoding based upon the soft decision is conducted in the first decoder 81 , and thereafter the hard decision 
is conducted in the second decoder 82. 

35 

(4) Fourth decoding scheme 

[0237] In a fourth decoding scheme, decoding of an information signal sequence S2 requiring intense error protection 
is conducted by repeating the most likelihood decoding between a second decoder 82 and a first decoder 81 . This aims 

40 at obtaining a highly reliable decoded information signal sequence. 

[0238] As shown in FIG. 47. a received information signal sequence S2 is first input to a second decoder 82 together 
with a received inspection signal sequence E2. and subjected to the most likelihood decoding therein. Reliability infor- 
niation of the received information signal sequence S2 obtained by the second decoder 82 is added in an adder 90 to 
the received information signal sequence S2, subjected to interleaving in an interleaving unit 83, then input to a first 

45 decoder 81 . At this time, a received information signal sequence Si and a received inspection signal sequence El are 
input to the first decoder 81 . The most likelihood decoding is thus conducted. 

[0239] Furthermore, reliability information of the received information signal sequence S2 obtained from the first 
decoder 81 is subjected to de-interleaving in a de-interleaving unit 87. then added in an adder 86 to the received infor- 
mation signal sequence 82, and input to the second decoder 82. Furthermore, at this time, there is input to the second 
so decoder 82 reliability information of the received inspection signal sequence E2 obtained from the second decoder 82, 
after being added in an adder 85 to the received inspection signal sequence E2, The most likelihood decoding is thus 
conducted therein again. 

[0240] Between the second decoder 82 and the first decoder 81 . the decoding processing using the iteration of the 
most likelihood decoding is thus conducted on the received information signal sequence S2. The iterative decoding 
55 processing heretofore described is repeated by a predetermined number of times. After this iteration has been finished, 
a decoded information signal sequence S2c subjected to hard decision in the first decoder 61 is subjected to de-inter- 
leaving in a de-interleaving unit 84. and output. And a decoded information signal sequence Si a is output as it is. 
[0241] During the iterative decoding processing heretofore described, the received information signal sequences S1 



38 



• EP 0 935 363 A1 — 
w 
I signal sequences El and E2 are stored in^romory which is not illustrated. Every 

iteration, they are read out from the memory and input to the first and second decoders 81 and 82. Before the iterative 
decoding processing is started, each reliability information is initialized to **0". 

(5) Fifth decoding scheme 

[0242] A fifth decoding scheme is another scheme using iteration of the most likelihood decoding. 
[0243] As shown in FIG. 48. a received information signal sequence Si and a received information signal sequence 
S2 are.first input to a first decoder 5i together with a received inspection signal sequence El. and subjected to error 
correction decoding therein by using the most likelihood decoding method. At this time, the received information signal 
sequence S2 is subjected to interleaving in an interleaving unit 83 before being input to the first decoder 61 . 
[0244] Reliability information of the received information signal sequence S2 obtained from the first decoder 81 is sub- 
jected to de-interleaving in a de-interleaving unit 84, added in an adder 86 to the received information signal sequence 
S2, then input to a second decoder 82 together with a received inspection signal sequence E2. and subjected therein 
to error correction decoding using the most likelihood decoding method. At this time, a decoded information signal 
sequence SI a obtained from the first decoder 81 is output as it is as a result of decoding. 

[0245] On the other hand, reliability information of the received information signal sequence S2 obtained from the sec- 
ond decoder 82 is added in an adder 90 to the received information signal sequence S2. then subjected to interleaving 
in the interleaving unit 83. and input to the first decoder 81 . At this time, there are input to the first decoder 81 reliability 
information of the received information signal sequence Si and reliability information of the received inspection signal 
sequence El after being added in adders 88 and 89 to the received information signal sequence Si and the received 
inspection signal sequence El . The most likelihood decoding is thus conducted again. 

[0246] Reliability information of the received information signal sequence S2 obtained as a result of decoding of the 
second time from the first decoder 81 is subjected to de-interleaving in the de-interleaving unit 84, then added in the 
adder 86 to the received information signal sequence S2. and input to the second decoder 82. Furthermore, at this time, 
there is input to the second decoder 82 reliability information of the received inspection signal sequence E2 obtained 
by the decoding of the first time, after being added in an adder 85 to the received inspection signal sequence E2. The 
most likelihood decoding is thus conducted therein again. 

[0247] Between the second decoder 82 and the first decoder 81 . the decoding processing using the iteration of the 
most likelihood decoding is thus conducted on the received information signal sequence S2. The iterative decoding 
processing heretofore described is repeated by a predetermined number of times. After this repetition has been fin- 
ished, a decoded information signal sequence S2c obtained from the second decoder 82 is output as it is as a decoded 

signal. 

[0248] The number of times of iteration is suitably determined according to the demanded error correction capability 
and permitted processing amount and delay amount. When signal sequences are input to the first and second decoders 
81 and 82 in the above described fourth and fifth decoding schemes, it is desirable to normalize each of these signal 
sequences by the root mean square value of each element r(j) forming a received encoded signal sequence R or the 
value of an element rO)max assuming a maximum value. By doing so. it is possible to prevent the Euclidean distance 
from increasing although the reliability information is raised by the iterative decoding. As a result, the decoding precision 
can be raised. The normalization of the above described respective signal sequences may be effected by using two or 
more values preset on the basis of the level of the received encoded signal sequence R. 

[0249] Furthermore, as for a selection scheme of the first to fifth decoding schemes as well, an optimum decoding 
scheme is selected according to the transmission condition at each time and the property of the transmitted information 
as described before with reference to the seventh embodiment. 

[0250] In the same way as the seventh embodiment, it is possible, in the eighth embodiment as heretofore described 
as well, to keep the transmission efficiency high, and decode and reproduce at least information data requiring intense 
error protection with high reliability. In addition, it is possible to select an optimum decoding scheme for decoding 
according to the transmission condition at each time. 

[0251] Furthermore, when inputting the second information signal sequence S2 to the second encoder in the eighth 
embodiment, it is input as it is. On the other hand, when inputting the first and second information signal sequences 81 
and 82 to the first encoder, interleaving is conducted on the second information signal sequence S2. In the case where 
it is desired to simply decode only the second information, signal sequence 82 on the receiving side by using only the 
second decoder 82. such a configuration makes it possible to conduct decoding without effecting the interleaving and 
de-interleaving. 

[0252] In the seventh embodiment and the eighth embodiment, one decoding scheme is selected out of the first to 
fifth decoding schemes. Alternatively, such a configuration that one decoding scheme is selected out of the first decod- 
ing scheme and the second or third decoding scheme may be adopted. Or such a configuration that one decoding 
scheme is selected out of the second or third decoding scheme and the fourth or fifth decoding scheme may be 
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adopted. 

[0253] Furthermore, in the case where only the received information signal sequence S2 is to be simply decoded in 
the seventh emt)odiment. such a decoding scheme as to conduct interleaving on the received information signal 
sequence S2 in an interleaving unit 63 and then input it to a second decoder 62 together with a received inspection sig- 

5 nal E2 as shown in FIG. 49 may be adopted. 

[0254] In the same way. in the case where both the received information signal sequence S1 and the received infor- 
mation signal sequence S2 are to be simply decoded in the eighth embodiment, a decoding scherhe as shown in FIG. 
50 may be adopted. In this decoding scheme, the received information signal sequence S1 is input to a first decoder 81 
together with a received inspection signal E1. and subjected to error correction decoding. An information signal 

10 sequence output from the first decoder 81 is subjected to de-interieaving in a de-interleaving unit 84. As a result, a 
decoded information signal sequence S2a is output. 

[0255] Furthermore, in either of the seventh and eighth embodiments, a block encoder or a convolutional encoder can 
be used as each of the encoders 51 . 52. 71 and 72 used in the error correction encoding apparatus of the transmitting 
side. In short, any encoder may be used so long as such a scheme that an inspection signal is added to an information 

75 signal in accordance with a predetermined encoding rule is adopted in the encoder. 

[0256] As for a block code in general, an inspection signal sequence having (N - K) elements is added to an informa- 
tion signal sequence having K elements to form an encoded block having N elements. The block code is represented 
as (N. K) code, and an encoding rate is defined as K/N. In a convolutional code as well, so long as it is a systematic 
code. K information elements are input, and thereafter M additional information pieces for making contents of registers 

20 forming an encoder equal to 0 are inserted. Letting its encoding rate be 1/R, N s R(K + M) . The convolutional code is 
represented as a (M. K) code. 

(Ninth Embodiment) 

25 [0257] Whereas the seventh and eighth embodiments has described error correction encoding and decoding 
schemes for information signal sequences, a ninth embodiment of the present invention describes an error correction 
encoding and decoding scheme for information signal blocks. 
[0258] Hereafter, the ninth embodiment will be described on the basis of FIG. 51 . 

[0259] It is now assumed that information blocks having 1 1 {= K) elements are set. Among them. 6 (= K1) elements 
30 form an information block 1 of layer 1 . and 5 (= K2) remaining elements form an information block of layer 2. Four (= L) 
information blocks each formed of 1 1 elements are prepared, and a two-dimensional information blocks having 4x11 
= 44 elements are thus set 

[0260] First of all. the two-dimensional information blocks are read out in the horizontal direction, in accordance with 
the error correction encoding rule of the BCH (15, 1 1). an inspection signal block 1 formed of 4 (= N - K) elements is 
35 added to each information block. Subsequently, a part including the information block 2 is read out in the vertical direc- 
tion. In accordance with an error correction encoding rule of expanded Hamming (8, 4). an inspection block 2 formed of 
4 (= M - L) elements is added to each information block. 

[0261] In other words, elements of the information blocks 2 of the layer 2 are subjected to double error correction 
encoding of the horizontal and vertical directions. Here, reading the information blocks in different directions, i.e.. in the 
40 horizontal direction and vertical direction, is fundamental interleave operation. This brings about an effect of spreading 
and randomizing burst errors caused on the transmission channel. Furthermore, error correction encoding of each of 
BCH (15. 11) and expanded Hamming (8, 4) has a 1-bit error correction capability. 

[0262] An encoded two-dimensional block obtained by the error correction encoding processing is formed of an infor- 
mation block 1 . an information 2. an inspection block 1 . and an inspection block 2. This is transmitted onto a transmis- 
45 sion channel as a transmitting encoded block. 

[0263] On the receiving side, the block containing noise on the transmission channel is received as a block and 
decoded. As for the decoding scheme, there are five decoding schemes hereafter described. 

(1) First decoding scheme 

50 

[0264] In a first decoding scheme, the received two-dimensional information block is subjected to binary decision and 
read out in the horizontal direction, and each information block is subjected to error correction decoding. By doing so. 
1 -bit error correction is effected for each of 1 1 blocks including both the information block 1 and the information block 2. 

55 (2) Second decoding scheme 

[0265] If the error correction is not perfectly conducted in the first decoding scheme, then in a second decoding 
scheme a part of the received two-dimensional information block including the information block 2 is subsequently read 
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out in the vertical direction, and elements of the information block thus read out are subjected to error correction decod- 
ing of the expanded Hamming (8. 4). By doing so, 1 -bit error con-ection is further conducted on the elements of the infor- 
mation block 2. 

[0266] In the first and second decoding schemes heretofore described, an algebraic decoding method of hard decl- 
5 sion is adopted. 

(3) Third decoding scheme 

[0267] In a third decoding scheme, the received two-dimensional information block is read out in the horizontal direc- 
10 tion leaving the original analog value intact without conducting the binary decision. Each information block is subjected 
to the most likelihood decoding based upon the Euclidean distance without being subjected to a decision. 

(4) Fourth decoding scheme 

75 [0268] If the error correction is not perfectly conducted in the third decoding scheme, then in a fourth decoding 
scheme a part of the received two-dimensional information block including the information block 2 is subsequently read 
out in the vertical direction, and each Information block is subjected to the most likelihood decoding based upon the 

Euclidean distance without being subjected to a decision. 

[0269] The third and fourth decoding schemes heretofore described are based upon the most likelihood decoding 
20 method of soft decision. 

(5) Fifth decoding scheme 

[0270] In the fifth decoding scheme, an iteration method of the most likelihood decoding is adopted. In other words. 

25 the received two-dimensional information block is read out in the horizontal direction, and each block is subjected to the 
most likelihood decoding based upon the Euclidean distance. At this time, the magnitude of the decoded value 
becomes reliability information. In succession, a part of the received two-dimensional block including the information 
block 2 Is read out in the vertical direction. To this, the reliability information obtained by the decoding in the horizontal 
direction is added. Each of resultant information blocks is subjected to the most likelihood decoding based upon the 

30 Euclidean distance. At this time as well, the magnitude of the decoded value becomes reliability information. 

[0271] In other words, reliability information obtained by the most likelihood decoding of the horizontal direction is 
used as previous information when conducting the most likelihood decoding in the vertical direction, and reliability infor- 
mation obtained by the most likelihood decoding of the vertical direction is used as previous information when conduct- 
ing the most likelihood decoding in the horizontal direction. Decoding is thus iterated. 

35 [0272] Approximate calculation of the log likelihood ratio LLR will now be described- This calculation is base on R. 
Pyndiah. A. Glavieux. A. Picart. S. Jacq., "Near optimum decoding of product codes", IEEE GLOBECOM '94, pp. 339 - 

343. 1994. . 
[0273] A transmitting encoded block formed of an information block having K elements and an inspection signal 
sequence having N - K elements is now represented by X = [x(1). x(2). ... x(N)l having N elements. Each element xQ) 
40 assumes a binary value +1 or -1. An encoded block received via a transmission channel is represented as 
R = [r(1), r(2). ... r(N)] . Each element assumes an analog value because it contains transmission channel noise. 
[0274] if it is supposed that the transmission channel noise is white Gaussian random noise, then the LLRQ) is approx- 
imated as described below. 

[0275] A distance 6j+l between [r(1). r(2), ... r(N)] and the transmitted encoded block of 2K - 1 ways which have an 
45 element x(j) equivalent to +1 is calculated by using the following expression. 

6*^ ^= (r(1) - x(1)) ^ + ... -I- (r(N) - x(N)) ^ j = 1 N (Expression 19) 

50 Among 2K - 1 distance values thus obtained, a minimum one is defined as 6min)-Hl ■ In addition, the transmitted encoded 
block at that time is defined as 

[xj+1(1). xj+1(2) xj+1(N)]. 



55 



[0276] In the same way a distance 6j-1 between [r(1). r(2). ... r(N)] and the transmitted encoded block of 2K - 1 ways 
which are included in the transmitted encoded signals of patterns of 2K - .1 ways and which have an element xQ) equiv- 
alent to -1 is calculated by using the following expression. 
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= {r(1) - x(1)) 2 + ... + (r(N) - x(N))^ j = 1 N 



(Expression 20) 



Among 2K - 1 distance values thus obtained, a minimum one is defined as 6min <n addition, the transmitted encoded 
5 block at that time is defined as 

[xj.1(1).xj-1(2) xj.1(Nn. 



10 [0277] When the element r(j) is judged to be d{j) = +1 . it can be said that the reliability is high in the case where bmm 
j-1 is as great as possible and 3jn\n j+l is as small as possible. 

[0278] On the contrary, when the element rfl) is judged to be d(j) = -1 . the reliability is high in the case where 6min j+l 

is as great as possible and 6min f 1 's as small as possible. 

[0279] Here. LLR is approximated as u(j) in the following expression. 



15 



uQ) = SminJ^ - 5minj*\ j = 1, 



.N 



(Expression 21) 



[0280] When the element r(j) is judged to be dQ) =^ +1 . u(j) thus defined has a greater positive value as its reliability 
20 becomes higher. On the contrary, when the element r(j) is judged to be d(j) = *1 . u(j) assumes a negative value having 
a greater absolute value as its reliability becomes higher. Therefore. u(j) represents a result of decision effected with 
due regard to the reliability. Letting 
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(Expression 22) 



uQ) can be rewritten as 



91(1) = 



xjl(l) 



xj^(l) 
x^^(l) 
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uO)=4(ra)+w(j)). j=1 N 



(Expression 23) 
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/v(i)= 2 (i)gjO)J = i N. 

. In this expression. w(j) is a parameter dominating the reliability. 

[0281] On the basis of the foregoing description, a transmitted encoded signal x(l,j), a received encoded signal r(ij), 
a reliability signal w(i,j). an input signal v(i,j). and an output signal s(i,i) are defined for each element of the received two- 
dimensional block. And initial values are determined as follows. 



v(i.j)=0.0 
w(i,j)=0.0 
s(i.j)=r(i.j) 

[0282] Let first at step 1 (horizontal direction) 

v(i.j)=r(i,j)+aw(i.j). j=1 . .... 15. 



(Expression 24) 



(Expression 25) 



where a is a coefficient having a real number value. For tiie first to fourth blocks in the horizontal direction (i = 1 4). 

an approximate value of the LLR(j). 1 = 1 15 is calculated, and the reliability parameter w(l,j) is derived for every ele- 
ment. And the output signal s(i.j) is corrected as 
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s(i.j)«-s(i.i)+pw(i.i). j=1 15. (Expression 26) 



where p is a coefficient having a real number value. 
[0283] Subsequently, let at step 2 (vertical direction) 

v(i.j)=r(i.j)+aw(i,j). i=1 8. (Expression 27) 

For the first to fourth blocks in the vertical direction (j = 1 1 1). an approximate value of the LLR(i). i = 1 8 is cal- 
culated, and the reliability parameter w(i.i) is derived for every element. And the output signal s(i.j) is corrected as 

s(i.j)«^s(i.j)+pw(i,j). i=1 8. (Expression 28) 

[02841 By repeating the most likelihood decoding in the horizontal direction (step 1 ) and the most likelihood decoding 
in the vertical direction (step 2) as shown in FIG. 52. the reliability parameter w(i.j) of each element included in me 
received information block 2 is corrected in both the step 1 and step 2. On the other hand, the reliability parameter w{i.]) 
of each element included in the information block 1 is corrected in only step 2. As the number of times of iteration is 
increased, the reliability of the information block 2 is raised. 

[0285] By the magnitude of the coefficients a and p. intensity of the correction in the repetitive processing is deter- 
mined The coefficients a and p may be constant, or may be altered every step or in the middle of the repetition. For 
example in initial stages of the repetition, the coeHidents a and p are made to have values close to 0 because the pre- 
cision of the estimated reliability is not necessarily high. As the repetHion proceeds, the coefficients a and p are gradu- 

?0OT6f*^^Tobr<Sncrete. the coefficients a and p are altered according to the calculated value of the LLR. In other 
words, the fact that the absolute value of each LLR is small means that the reliability of each LLR is low. When the abso- 
lute value of the LLR is small , therefore, the coefficients a and p are set to small values. 

[02871 Furthermore, the coefficients a and p may be altered according to (+. -) of each LLR. In other words, when the 
sign of each LLR frequently changes between the plus sign and the minus sign in the iteration process, it is meant that 
the reliability of each LLR is low. At this time, therefore, the coefficients a and p are set at small values. 
[02881 When providing each of elements of the information block to each of the most likelihood decoding of the step 
1 and the step 2 it is desirable to normalize each of these blocks by the root mean square value of each element rj) 
forming a received encoded signal sequence R or the value of an element rQmax assuming a maximum va'ue^By 
doing so it is possible to prevent the Euclidean distance from increasing although the reliability information is raised by 
the iterative decoding. As a result, the decoding precision can be raised. The normalization of the above described 
respective signal sequences may be effected by using two or more values preset on the basis of the level of the 
received encoded signal sequence R. ^ , i » • < 

[0289] In the ninth embodiment as heretofore described, error correction is conducted for the whole of a first '"rorma- 
tion block in its horizontal direction, and in addition, error correction is conducted for a second information block which 
is included in the first information block and which is especially important in its vertical direction. As compared withttie 
case where error correction of the horizontal direction and the vertical direction is conducted for the whole of the infor- 
mation block as shown in FIG. 31. therefore, efficient error correction decoding processing can be conducted only by 
adding a small number of inspection blocks. In other words, the transmissfon efficiency can be raised as compared wrth 
the method shown in FIG. 31. 



(Other Embodiments) 

[0290] In the embodiments heretofore described, an information signal sequence or an information block is divided 
into an important one and an unimportant one. For information having low importance, error correction encoding is not 
conducted or error correctfon encoding using a first error correction scheme is conducted prior to transmission. On the 
other hand for highly important information, error correctfon encoding is conducted prfor to transmission by using a sec- 
ond error correction scheme having a higher correction capability than the first error correction scheme. 
[0291 1 The present invention Is not limited to this. If an information signal sequence or an information block is formed 
of first information transmitted under such a condition as not hardly cause transmission errors and second information 
transmitted under such a condition as to cause transmission errors more readily than the first information, then it is also 
possible that error correction encoding is not conducted, or error correction encoding using a first error correction 
scheme is conducted prior to transmission for the first information, whereas error correctfon encoding is conducted for 
the second information prior to transmission by using a second error correctfon scheme having a higher correction 
capability than the first error con'ection scheme. . . » • « 

[02921 For example, in the case where information is transmitted by using a multi-value modulation scheme, first infor- 
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nation is disposed on signal points having a long distance between signal points whereas second information is dis- 
posed on signal points having a short signal distance between signal points in a certain system. In such a system, 
transmission errors occur more readily in the second information than in the first information. Therefore, an error cor* . 
rection scheme having a high correction capability is applied to the second information. 
5 [0293] FIG. 53 shows an example thereof. In 16 QAM (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation) scheme, a distance A1 
between signal points of the MSB (Most Significant Bit) is longer than a distance A2 between signal points of the LSB 
(Least Significant Bit). Therefore, errors cause in the LSB more readily than the MSB. 

[0294] In the present invention, therefore, error correction encoding is not conducted, or error correction encoding 
using a first error correction scheme is conducted prior to transmission for the MSB bit. whereas error correction encod- 
10 Ing is conducted for the second information prior to transmission by using a second error correction scheme having a 
higher correction capability than the first error correction scheme. 

[0295] Despite the fact that a plurality of kinds of information differing in readiness of error occun-ence are transmitted 
mixedly, these kinds of information can be transmitted so as to make the transmission errors uniform, by doing so. 
[0296] Furthernnore, the present invention can be applied to such a system that first information and second informa- 
15 Won are modulated by different modulation schemes prior to transmission, such as a system in which first information 
is modulated by the QPSK scheme which is comparatively strong against transmission errors whereas second informa- 
tion is modulated by the 16 QAM or 64 QAM scheme which causes transmission errors more readily than the QPSK 
scheme. 

20 Claims 

1 . An information transmission system for inserting information into a packet and transmitting the packet, 
characterized in that a transmitting side generates a plurality of error correction data making said information inde- 
pendently restorable. inserts these en-or correction data into a packet together with said information in a predeter- 

25 mined position relation, and transmits the packet. 

2. An information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one 
packet and conducting multiplex transmission, 

characterized in that a transmitting side generates a plurality of header information pieces, each of said plurality of 
30 header information pieces including a multiplex code indicating disposition positions in the packet according to 
kinds of Infornnation data inserted in said packet and including error detection bits for detecting a recefving error of 
the multiplex code, causes each header information piece to include error correction data making the header infor- 
mation piece independently restorable, inserts header information pieces in predetermined positions of said packet 
so as to space apart them from each other, and inserts said plurality of kinds of information data in positions of said 
35 packet indicated by said multiplex code. 

3. An information data multiplex transmission system according to claim 2. characterized in that multiplexing is 
^ effected while conducting so as to make all packets have a predetermined length. 

40 4. An information data multiplex transmission system according to claim 2, characterized in that a receiving side 
extracts one out of a plurality of header information pieces inserted in a packet, conducts error detection and error 
correction, and. if error correction is impossible, extracts another header information piece and conducts error 
detection and error correction, and repetitively executes processing of extracting another header information piece 
and conducting error detection and error correction for all header information pieces until errorless header infbrma- 

45 tion piece is reproduced. 

5. An information data multiplex transmission system according to claim 4, characterized in that if all header informa- 
tion pieces cannot be corrected in error, all header information pieces are subjected together to error correction 
processing using a concatenated code. 

50 

6. An information data multiplexing apparatus of a transmitting apparatus used in an information data multiplex trans- 
mission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one packet and conducting multiplex trans- 
mission, characterized in that said information data multiplexing apparatus comprises: 

55 an information content estimation means for estimating information amounts respectively of said plurality of 

kinds of information data; 

a multiplex code generation means for generating a first multiplex code indicating disposition positions vyithin 
the packet on the basis of the information amounts of respective information data estimated by said information 
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content estimation me! 




ind further generating a second multiplex c( 



Iving a fixed relation with said first 



multiplex code; 

a header Information generation nneans for adding error detection and correction code data for detecting and 
correcting receiving errors to each of the first and second multiplex codes generated by said multiplex code 
generation means and thereby generating first and second header information: and 

a packet generation means for storing the information data to be transmitted in the packet together with said 
first and second header information on the basis of said multiplex codes. 

7. An information data multiplexing apparatus according to claim 6. characterized in that said second multiplex code 
is a parity of said first multiplex code. 

8. An information data multiplexing apparatus according to claim 6. characterized in that said error detection and cor- 
rection code data is a convolutional code. 

9. An information data multiplexing apparatus according to claim 6. characterized in that said error detection and cor- 
rection code data is a Hamming code. 

10. An information data multiplexing apparatus according to claim 6, characterized in that said packet generation 
means stores said first ard second header Information in an identical packet. 

11. An information data multiplexing apparatus according to claim 6, characterized in that said packet generation 
means stores said first and second header information in different packets. 

12- An information data multiplexing apparatus according to claim 6. characterized in that said multiplex code genera- 
tion means determines the multiplex codes so as to make all packets have a predetermined length. 

13. An information data demultiplexing apparatus of a receiving apparatus used in an information data multiplex trans- 
mission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one packet and conducting multiplex trans- 
mission, characterized in that said Information data demultiplexing apparatus comprises: 

when first and second header information pieces having a multiplex code indicating disposition positions in the 
packet according to said plurality of kinds of information data and error detection and correction code?data for 
detecting and correcting receiving en-ors of the multiplex code are stored in said packet, and said plurality of 
information data are stored in positions of said packet indicated by said multiplex code, 
a header information extraction means for selectively extracting said first and second information pieces from 
said packet: 

a first demultiplexing means for conducting enror detection on the first header information piece extracted by 
said header information extraction means, and responsive to detection of no errors, for demultiplexing and out- 
putting said plurality of information data from said packet on the basis of the multiplex code included in said 
header information piece; 

a second demultiplexing means, responsive to detection of an error by said first demultiplexing means, for con- 
ducting error correction of said first header information piece and then conducting error detection again, and 
responsive to detection of no enrors. for demultiplexing and outputting said plurality of information data from 
said packet on the basis of the multiplex code included in said header information piece corrected in error; and 
a third demultiplexing means, responsive to detection of an error by said second demultiplexing means, for 
conducting error detection of said second header information piece, and responsive to detection of no errors, 
for demultiplexing and outputting said plurality of information data from said packet on the basis of tiie multiplex 
code included in said header information piece. 

14. An information data demultiplexing apparatus according to claim 13. characterized in that said information data 
demultiplexing apparatus further comprises a fourth demultiplexing means, responsive to detection of an error by 
said third demultiplexing means, for coriducting error correction of said second header information piece and then 
conducting error detection again, and responsive to detection of no errors, for demultiplexing and outputting said 
plurality of information data from sakJ packet on tiie basis of the multiplex code included in said header inforniation 
piece corrected in error. 

15. An information data demultiplexing apparatus according to claim 14. characterized in that said information data 
demuitipl exing apparatus further comprises a fifth demultiplexing means, responsive to detection of an error by said 
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fourth demultiplexing means, for conducting error correction of said first header Information piece and said second 
header information piece collectively and then conducting error detection again, and responsive to detection of no 
errors, for demultiplexing and outputting said plurality of information data from said packet on the basis of the mul- 
tiplex code included in said first or second header information piece corrected in error. 

5 

16. An information data multiplex transmission system according to claim 2. characterized in that 

when said header information piece includes a packet marker representing a continuation state between pack- 
ets, a multiplex code field specifying kinds of information data inserted in the packet, and a header error control 
10 field having an error detection function. 

a transmitting side comprises means for inserting a plurality of said packet markers in the header information 
piece repetitively; and 

a receiving side comprises means for conducting a majority decision on said plurality of packet markers and 
reproducing one correct packet marker. 

IS 

17. An information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one 
packet, inserting header information including at least a multiplex code Indicating disposition positions of said plu- 
rality of kinds of informations data within the packet Into said packet, and conducting multiplex transmission, 
characterized in that 

20 

a transmitting side comprises a means for adding an error correction code formed of a Reed-Solomon code to 
at least one of said plurality of kinds of information data: and 

a receiving side comprises a means for conducting error correction decoding processing on said plurality of 
kinds of information data which have been received, on the basis of error correction codes added to the infor- 
ms mation data and thereby reproducing said plurality of kinds of information data. 



18. An information data transmitting apparatus characterized in that said information data transmitting apparatus com- 
prises: 

an error detection code addition means for adding an error detection code to first Information data to be trans- 
mitted and outputting second information data; 

an error correction encoding means for encoding the second information data output from said error detection 
code addition means, by using an error correction code formed of a Reed-Solomon code and outputting third 

information data; and 

a header addition means for adding a control header having control information representing a transmission 
form of said information data inserted therein to the third information data output from said error correction 
encoding means. 

An information data transmitting apparatus according to claim 18, characterized in that said error correction encod- 
ing means, conducts error correction encoding on said second information data by using a Reed*Solomon code 
overGF(2?). 

An information data transmitting apparatus according to claim 18. characterized in that said error correction encod- 
ing means conducts error correction encoding on said second Information data by using a shortened Reed-Solo- 
mon code. 

21 . An information data transmitting apparatus according to claim 20. characterized in that said error correction encod- 
ing means comprises: 

50 an encoder main body for conducting error correction encoding processing on the second information data 

which has been shift-input by using a shortened Reed-Solomon code; and 

an information data input means for shift-inputting a plurality of information elements forming said second infor- 
mation data to said- encoder main body in descending order of term degree of an information polynomial and 
causing the information elements to be subjected to error correction encoding processing. 

55 

22. An information data transmitting apparatus according to claim 20. characterized in that said error correction encod- 
ing means comprises: 
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an encoder main body^Pfonducting error correction encoding proce^^on the second information data 
which has been shift-input by using a Reed-Solomon code; 
a comparison means for comparing a length of said second information data with a predetermined fixed length; 
a null code addition means, responsive to the length of said second information data being shorter than the 
fixed length for adding a null code sequence having a length corresponding to a difference to said second 
information "data, and shift-inputting the second information data having the null code sequence thus a<Wed 
thereto to said encoder main body; and .. ^ ^ 

a null code deletion means for deleting a null code sequence corresponding to the null code sequence added 
by said null code addition means from thireJ information data obtained from said encoder mam body, and out- 
putting a shortened third information data. 

23 An information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one 
packet inserting header information including at least a multiplex code indicating disposition positions of said plu- 
rality of kinds of informations data within the packet into said packet, and conducting multiplex transmission, char- 
acterized in that 

a transmitting side comprises a means for adding an error correction code to first information data to be trans- 
mitted then adding an error correction code formed of a shortened Reed-Solomon code over GF(2 ) to the 
information data having the error correction code thus added thereto, further adding a control header having 
control information representing a transmission form of said information data inserted therein to the information 
data thus output, and transmitting resultant information data: and 
" a receiving side comprises a means for conducting error correction decoding processing on the information 
data which has been received, on the basis of error correction code formed of said shortened Reed-Sotomon 
code over GF(2^) added to the information data and thereby reproducing the information data. 

24. An information data transmitting apparatus characterized in that said information data transmitting apparatus com- 
prises: 

an error detection code addition means for adding an error detection code to first infornnation data to be trans- 
mitted and outputting second information data; ^ V^«™^,Ha♦.»/^ir>n 
an error correctton encoding means for encoding the second information data output from said error detection 
code addition means, by using an error correction code formed of a shortened Reed-Solomon code over 
GF(2^) and outputting third information data; and ' ^ 
a header addition means for adding a control header having control information representing a transmission 
form of said information data inserted therein to the third information data output from said error correction 
encoding means. 

25 A receiving apparatus for communicating wKh a ti-ansmitting apparatus, said ti-ansmitting apparatais gerierating a 
" first parity signal formed of arbitrary elements according to a first encoding rule with respect to a transmitting signal 

formed of an arbitrary number of elements, generating a second parity signal formed of an arbitrary number of ele- 
ments according to a second encoding rule witti respect to at least a part of said transmitting signal and said first 
parity signal, and generating and transmitting a transmitting encoded signal by combining said transmitting signal 
and said first and second parity signals, characterized in that said receiving apparatus comprises: 

a means for receiving said transmitting encoded signal and outputting a received encoded signal including the 

first and second parity signals; . ^ . . • . j- 

a first decoding means for conducting most likelihood decoding on the received encoded signal including said 

aTe^d'd^JSing means for conducting most likelihood decoding on a received encoded signal including said 

afe^Sid dSing means for conducting mostlikelihood decoding on a received encoded signal including said 

second parity signal; and ^x- » -i 

a means for calculating distance values respectively between decoded signals obtained by saKl first and sec- 
ond decoding means and the received signal, and reproducing said transmitting encoded signal on the basis 
of the decoded signal corresponding to a shorter distance. 

26 A receiving apparatus for communicating with a transmitting apparatus, said transmitting apparatus generating a 
" first parity signal formed of arbitrary elements according to a first encoding rule with respect to a transmrtting signal 
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lements. generating a second parity signal ^mec 



formed of an arbitrary numberoTelements, generating a second parity signal rorrned of an arbitrary number of ele- 
ments according to a second encoding rule with respect to at least a part of said transmitting signal and said first 
parity signal, and generatiiig and transmitting a transmitting encoded signal by combining said transmitting signal 
and said first and second parity signals, characterized in that said receiving apparatus comprises: 

a means for receiving said transmitting encoded signal and outputting a received encoded signal including the 

first and second. parity signals; 

a first amending and decoding means for amending said received encoded signal including said first parity sig: 
nal on the basis of a first amending signal, then conducting most likelihood decoding on a resultant signal, out- 
10 putting a decoded signal together with information representing reliability of the decoded signal, and using said 

reliability information as said first amending signal; 

a second amending and decoding means for amending said received encoded signal including said second 
parity signal on the basis of a second amending signal, then conducting most likelihood decoding on a result- 
ant signal, outputting a decoded signal together with information representing reliability of the decoded signal. 

75 and using said reliability information as said second amending signal: and 

a control means for causing the amending and decoding processing to be repetitively conducted by said first 
amending and decoding means a predetermined number of times and causing the amending and decoding 
processing to be repetitively conducted by said second amending and decoding means a predetermined 
number of times, and reproducing said transmitting encoded signal on the basis of said received encoded sig- 

20 nal, said first amendment, arxj said second amendment. 

27. An information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of information data into one 
packet and conducting multiplex transmission. 

characterized in that a transmitting side comprises: 

25 

a first encoding means for generating a first parity signal formed of arbitrary elements according to a first 
encoding rule with respect to a first transmitting signal formed of an arbitrary number of elements; 
a first interleaving means for altering order of elements of said first transmitting signal; 
a second encoding means for generating a second parity signal formed of arbitrary elements according to a 
30 ^ second encoding rule with respect to a second transmitting signal altered in element order by said first inter- 

leaving means: and 

a means for generating and transmitting a transmitting encoded signal including said first transmitting signal 
and said first and second parity signals, and 
a receiving side comprises: 

35 a means for receiving said transmitting encoded signal, and outputting a received encoded signal including tiie 

first received signal, the first received parity signal, and the second parity signal; 

a first decoding means for adding an adjustment signal formed of an arbitrary number of elements to said first 
received signal and said first received parity signal, tiiereby generating a first decoding input signal, and gen- 
erating a decoding output signal from said first decoding input signal; 
40 a first amending means for amending said adjustment signal on the basis of said first decoding output signal: 

a second interleaving means for conducting interleaving processing on said first received signal, and outputting 
a second received signal; 

a.second decoding means for adding said adjustment signal to said second received signal and said second 
^ received parity signal, thereby generating a second decoding input signal, and generating a second decoding 

45 output signal from said second decoding input signal; 

a second amending means for amending said adjustment signal on tiie basis of said second decoding output 
signal; 

a control means for causing tiie generation processing of the first decoding output signal in said first decoding 
means and amending processing of the adjustment signal in said first amending means, and tiie generation 
50 processing of tiie second decoding output signal in said second decoding means and amending processing of 

the adjustment signal in said second amending means to be repetitively executed a predetermined number of 

times; and 

, a means for setting so as to change said number of times of repetition for specific elements of the first and sec- 
ond received signals. 

55 

28. A multiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of 
information data into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission, characterized in that said multiplexing 
apparatus comprises: 



48 



EP O 935 363 A1 



a division means for ij^ng each of said plurality of kinds of informlj^^ata into an important part ar»d an 
unimportant part; 

a first error correction encoding means for conducting error correction encoding on said important part result- 
ing from the division in said division means by using a first error correction code; 

a header generation means for generating first header information representing a boundary between encoded 
information data of the important part yielded by said first error correction encoding means and said unimpor- 
tant data; 

a second error correction encoding means for conducting error correction encoding on a new Information data 
group including the encoded information data of the important part yielded by said first error correction encod- 
ing means, said first header information, and information data of said unimportant part, by using a second enror 
correction code; 

a multiplexing means for inserting encoded information data groups corresponding to said plurality of kinds of 
information data, yielded by said second ei-ror correction encoding means into predetermined positions of said 
packet, respectively; and 

a means for adding second header information representing a multiplexing state to the encoded information 
data groups multiplexed by said multiplexing means. 

29. A multiplexing apparatus according to claim 28. characterized in that: 

said header generation means has a function of generating an error detection code for conducting error detec- 
tion on the first header information; and 

said second error correction encoding means conducts error correction encoding on a new information data 
group including the encoded information data of the important part yielded by said first error conrection encod- 
ing means, the first header information and the en^or detection code thereof, and the information data of said 
unimportant part, by using the second error correction code. 

30. A multiplexing apparatus according to claim 28. characterized in that said multiplexing apparatus further comprises: 

an acquisition means for acquiring information representing a quality of a transmission channel; and 
an encoding control means for supplying said new information group to said multiplexing means without con- 
ducting said second error correction encoding if the quality of the transmission channel acquired by said acqui- 
sition means is better than a predetermined quality. 

31. A demultiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of 
information data into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission, characterized in that said demultiplexing 
apparatus comprises: 

a demultiplexing means for demultiplexing a plurality of kinds of encoded information data groups inserted in a 
received packet, on the basis of second header information representing a multiplex state thereof; 
a second error correction decoding means for conducting second en^or correction decoding processing on 
each of the plurality of kinds of encoded information data groups demultiplexed by said demultiplexing means; 
a first error correction decoding means for dividing each of the decoded information data groups yielded by 
said second error correction decoding means into encoded information data of an important part and decoded 
information data of an unimportant part on the basis of first header information included in said decoded infor- 
mation data group, and conducting first error correction decoding processing on the encoded information data 
of the important part; and 

a means for reproducing original information data from decoded Information data of the important part yielded 
by said first error correction decoding means and the decoded information data of the unimportant part. 

32. A multiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of 
Information data into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission, characterized in that said multiplexing 
apparatus comprises: 

a division means for dividing each of said plurality of kinds of information data into an important part and an 
unimportant part; 

an error correction encoding means for conducting error correction encoding on said important part resulting 
from the division in said division means by using an error correction code; 

a header generation means for generating first header information representing a boundary between encoded 
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information data of the important part yielded by said error correction encoding means and information data of 

said unimportant part; 

a multiplexing means for inserting new information data each including the encoded information data of the 
important part yielded by said error correction encoding means, said header information generated by said 
5 header generation means, and the information data of said unimportant part, into predetermined positions of 

said packet, respectively; and 

a means for adding second header information representing a multiplexing state thereof to the new infornnattoh 
data multiplexed by said multiplexing means and transmitting resulting information data. 

10 33. A multiplexing apparatus according to claim 32, characterized in that: 

said header generation means has a function of generating an error detection code for conducting error detec- 
tion of the first header information; and 

said multiplexing means inserts new information data each including the encoded information data of the 
75 important part yielded by said error correction encoding means, the first header information generated by said 

header generation means, and the information data of said uninrportant part, into predetermined positions of 
said packet, respectively. 

34. A demultiplexing apparatus of an information data multiplex transmission system for inserting a plurality of kinds of 
20 information data into one packet and conducting multiplex transmission, characterized in that said demultiplexing 
apparatus comprises: 



a demultiplexing means for demultiplexing a plurality of kinds of information data groups inserted in a received 
packet, on the basis of second header information representing a multiplex state thereof; 

2S an error correction decoding means for dividing each of the plurality kinds of information data groups demulti- 

plexed by said demultiplexing means into encoded information data of an important part and information data 
of an unimportant part on the basis of first header information included in said information data group, and con- 
ducting error correction decoding processing on the encoded information data of the important part; and 
a means for reproducing original information data from decoded information data of the important part yielded 

30 by said error correction decoding means and the information data of the unimportant part. 

35. An error correction encoding apparatus characterized in that said error correction encoding apparatus comprises: 

a first error correction encoding means for generating a first inspection signal sequence for a first information 
35 signal sequence and a second information signal sequence requiring more irrtense error protection than the 

first information signal sequence; 

a transmitting interleaving means for changing element order of said second information signal sequence; 
a second error correction encoding means for generating a second inspection signal sequence for the second 
information signal sequence changed in order by said transmitting interleaving means; and 
40 a transmitting means for transmitting an encoded signal including said first and second information signal 

sequences and said first and second inspection signal sequences onto a transmission channel. 

36. An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
correction encoding apparatus according to claim 35. characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 

45 tus comprises: 

a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the first and second infor- 
mation signal sequences included in said received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal 
sequence included in said encoded signal, and outputting first and second decoded information signal 
50 sequences; 

a receiving interleaving means for changing element order of the second decoded information signal sequence 
output from said first error correction decoding means; 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded 
information signal sequence changed in order by said receiving interleaving means, on the basis of the second 
55 inspection signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, and outputting the second decoded infor- 

mation signal sequence further subjected to the error correction; and 

a receiving de-interleaving means for restoring the second decoded information signal sequence output from 
said second error correction decoding means, to the original element order. 
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37 An error correction decoding^Rfaratus for receiving and decoding the enco^Rignal transmitted from the error 
' correction encoding apparatus according to claim 35. characterized in that said en-or correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

a receiving interleaving means for changing element order of the second decoded information signal sequence 
included in the received encoded signal: 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded 
information signal sequence changed in order by said receiving interleaving means, on the basis of the second 
inspection signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, and outputting the second decoded infor- 
mation signal sequence: . » . ^„ 
a receiving de-interleaving means for restoring the second decoded information signal sequence output from 
said second error correction decoding means, to the original element order; and 

a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded infor- 
mation signal sequence output from said receiving de-interleaving means and the first information signal 
sequence included in said received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence 
included in said received encoded signal, and outputting the first decoded information signal sequence and the 
second decoded information signal sequence further subjected to the error correction. 

38 An error correction decoding apparatus according to claim 36 or 37. characterized in that said first and second error 
" correction decoding means has an iterative decoding function of iterating the error correction decoding processing 

between them at least once. 

39 An error correction decoding apparatus according to claim 38. characterized in that said error correction decoding 
apparatus further comprises an iteration control means for determining number of times of iteration according to at 
least one of a demanded error correction capability and a permitted processing delay amount, and setting the 
determined number of times of iteration into said first and second error correction decoding means. 

40 An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
' correction encoding apparatus according to claim 35. characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the first and second infor- 
mation signal sequences included in said received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspecbon signa 
sequence included in said encoded signal, and outputting first and second decoded information signal 
secfuences; 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting interleaving on the second decoded information sig- 
nal sequence output from said first error correction decoding means, then conducting error con-ection decoding 
on the second decoded information signal sequence thus interleaved, on the basis of the second inspection 
signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, thereby yielding the second decoded information 
signal sequence further subjected to the error correction, conducting de-interleaving on the second decoded 
information signal sequence, and outputting the second decoded information signal sequence thus inter- 

l63V6Cl' 

a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing betw/een said first 
error correction decoding means and said second error correction decoding means at least once, and output- 
ting the first and second decoded information signal sequences thus subjected to iterative decoding: and 
a selection means for causing the error correction decoding processing using only the first error correction 
decoding means, the error correction decoding processing using the first and second error correction decoding 
means and the error correction decoding processing using the first, second, and third error correction decod- 
ing means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a prop- 
erty of the transmitted information signal sequences. 

41 An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
' correction encoding apparatus according to claim 35. characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting interleaving on the second decoded information sig- 
nal sequence included in the received encoded signal, then conducting error correction decoding on the sec- 
ond information signal sequence thus interleaved, on the kasis of the second inspection signal sequence 
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included in the received^lcoded signal, thereby yielding a second decodiEnnformation signal sequence, con- 
ducting de-interleaving on said second decoded information signal sequence, and outputting the second 
decoded information signal sequence thus interleaved; 

a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded infor- 
5 mation signal sequence output from said second error correction decoding means and the first information sig- 

nal sequence included in said received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence 
included in said received encoded signal, and outputting the first decoded information signal sequence and the 
second decoded information signal sequence further subjected to the error correction; 
a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing between said first 
10 error correction decoding means and said second error correction decoding means at least once, and output- 

ting the first and second decoded information signal sequences thus subjected to iterative decoding; and 
a selection means for causing the error correction decoding processing using only the first error correction 
decoding means, the error correction decoding processing using the first and second error correction decoding 
means, and the error correction decoding processing using the first, second, and third error correction decod- 
75 . ing means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a prop- 

erty of the transmitted information signal sequences. 

42. An error correction encoding apparatus for conducting error correction encoding on a first information signal 
sequence and a second information signal sequence requiring more intense error protection than the first infbrma- 
20 tion signal sequence, and transmitting the encoded first information signal sequence and second information signal 
sequence, characterized in that said error correction encoding apparatus comprises: 

a transmitting interleaving means for changing element order of said second information signal sequence: 
a first error correction encoding means for generating a first inspection signal sequence for the second infor- 
ms ' mation signal sequence changed in order by said transmitting interleaving means and said first information sig- 
nal sequence; 

a second error correction encoding means for generating a second inspection signal sequence for said second 
information signal sequence; and 

a transmitting means for transmitting an encoded signal including said first and second information signal 
30 sequences artd said first and second inspection signal sequences onto a transmission channel. 



43. An enror correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
correction encoding apparatus according to claim 42. characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

35 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting error conrection decoding on the second information 
signal sequence included in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the second inspection signal 
sequence included in said encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded information signal sequence; 
a receiving interleaving means for changing element order of the second decoded information signal sequence 

40 output from said second error correction decoding means; 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded 
information signal sequence changed in order by said receiving interleaving means and the first information 
signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence 
included in said received encoded signal, and outputting a first decoded information signal sequence and the 

45 second decoded information signal sequence further subjected to the error correction; and 

a receiving de-interleaving means for restoring the second decoded information signal sequence output frorn 
said second error correction decoding means, to the original element order. 

44. An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
50 correction encoding apparatus according to claim 42. characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

a receiving interleaving means for changing element order of the second information signal sequence included 
in the received encoded signal; 
55 a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded infor- 

mation signal sequence changed in order by said receiving interleaving means and the first information signal 
sequence included in said received encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence 
included in said received encoded signal, and outputting first and second decoded information signal 
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sequences: 





a receiving de-interleavingmeans for restoring the second decoded information signal sequence output from 
said first error correction decoding means, to the original element order; and 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second decoded 
information signal sequence output from said receiving de-interleaving means, on the basis of the second 
inspection signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, and outputting the second decoded infor- 
mation signal sequence further subjected to the error correction. 

45. An error con-ection decoding apparatus according to claim 43 or 44. characterized in that said first and second error 
correction decoding means has an iterative decoding function of iterating the error correction decoding processing 
between them at least once. 

46. An error correction decoding apparatus according to claim 45. characterized in that said error correction decoding 
apparatus further comprises an iteration control means for determining number of times of iteration according to at 
least one of a demanded error correction capability and a permitted processing delay amount, and setting the 
determined number of times of iteration into said first and second error correction decoding means. 

47. An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
con-ection encoding apparatus according to claim 42, characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 



a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on the second information 
signal sequences included in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the second inspection signal 
sequence included in said encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded information signal sequence; 
a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on a signal sequence 
obtained by conducting interleaving on the second decoded information signal sequence output from said sec- 
ond error correction decoding means, and the first information signal sequence included in said received 
encoded signal, on the basis of the first inspection signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, 
thereby yielding a first decoded information signal sequence and the second decoded information signal 
sequence further subjected to the error correction, conducting de-interleaving on the second decoded informa- 
tion signal sequence, and outputting the first decoded information signal sequence and the second decoded 
information signal sequence thus interleaved; 

a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing between said first; 
error correction decoding means and said second en-or correction decoding means at least once, and output- 
ting the first and second decoded information signal sequences thus subjected to iterative decoding; and 
a selection means for causing the error coaection decoding processing using only the first error conrection 
decoding means, the error correction decoding processing using the first and second error correction decoding 
means, and the en-or correction decoding processing using the first, second, and third error correction decod- 
ing means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a prop- 
erty of the transmitted information signal sequences. 

48- An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
con-eclion encoding apparatus according to claim 42. characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 



a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding on a signal sequence obtained 
by conducting interleaving on the second decoded information signal sequence included in the received 
encoded signal, and the first information signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, on the 
basis of the first inspection signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, and outputting first and 
second decoded information signal sequence; 

a second en-or correction decoding means for conducting de-interleaving the second decoded information sig- 
nal sequence output from said first error connection decoding means, then conducting error correction decoding 
on the second decoded information signal sequence thus de-interieaved. on the basis of the second inspection 
signal sequence included in said received encoded signal, and outputting the second decoded information sig- 
nal sequence further subjected to the error correction; 

a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing between said first 
error correction decoding means and said second enror correction decoding means at least once, and output- 
ting the first and second decoded information signal sequences thus subjected to iterative decoding: and 



tus comprises: 



tus comprises: 
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ng the error correction decoding processin^^g only the first error correction 
decoding means, the error correction decoding processing using the first and second error correction decoding 
means, and the error correction decoding processing using the first, second, and third error correction decod- 
ing means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission channel state and a prop- 
erty of the transmitted information signal sequences. 

49. An error correction encoding apparatus according to claim 35 or 42. characterized in that unimportant information 
requinng a predetermined transmission quality is assigned to the first information signal sequence, and important 
information requiring a higher transmissfon quality than the first information signal sequence is assigned to the sec- 
ond information signal sequence. 

50. An error correction encoding apparatus according to claim 35 or 42. characterized in tiiat information transmitted 
by using a first transmission scheme having a predetermined intensity against transmission errors is assigned to 
the first information signal sequence, and informatfon ti"ansmitted by using a second transmissfon scheme having 
an intensity against ti-ansmissfon errors lower than tiiat of the first transmission scheme Is assigned to tiie second 
information signal sequence. 

51 . An error correction encoding apparatus, characterized in that said error correction encoding apparatus comprises: 

a first error correction encoding means for generating a first two-dimensional inspection block having 
(N - K) X L elements in a horizontal direction of a first two-dimensional information block having K x L ele- 
ments, in accordance with a first error correction encoding rule; 

a second error correction encoding means for generating a second two-dimensional inspection block having 
K2 X (M . L) elements in a vertical direction of a second two-dimensional information block having K2 x L ele- 
ments (where K > K2) requiring especially intense error protection included in said first two<fimenstonal infor- 
mation block, in accordance with a second error correction encoding rule: and 

a transmitting means for ti-ansmitting an encoded signal including said first two-dimensional information block 
and said first and second Inspection blocks onto a transmission channel. 

52. An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
correction encoding apparatus according to claim 51. characterized In that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 



a first error correction decoding means for conducting error con-ection decoding for the horizontal direction of 
the first two-dimensional information block included in the received encoded signal, on tiie basis of the first two- 
dimensfonal inspectfon block included in said encoded signal, and outputting a first decoded two-dimensional 
information block; and 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting en-or correction decoding for the vertical direction of 
an information block included in tiie first decoded two-dimensional information block output said first error cor- 
rection decoding means, corresponding to said second two-dimensional information block, on the basis of the 
second two-dimensional inspection block included In said received encoded signal, and outputting a second 
decoded two-dimensional information block. 

An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
con^ectfon encoding apparatus according to claim 51 . characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting en-or correction decoding for the vertical direction of 
an information block included in the received encoded signal, corresponding to said second two-dimensional 
information block, on the basis of the second two-dimensional inspection block included in said received 
encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded two-dimensional information block; and 
a first error correction decoding means for conducting error con-ection decoding for the horizontal direction of 
the second decoded two-dimensional information block output from said second error con-ection decoding 
means and the first two<limensional information block included in said received encoded signal, on the basis 
of the first two-dimensional inspection block included in said encoded signal, and outputting a first decoded 
two-dimensional information block, and the second decoded two-dimensional information block further sub- 
jected to the error correction. 
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54. An error correction deco^^fcliDparatus according to claim 52 or 53. chara^HH^ in that said first and second error 
correction decoding means has an iterative decoding function of iterating the error conrection decoding processing 
. between them at least once. 

5 55. An error correction decoding apparatus according to claim 54. characterized in that said error correction decoding 
apparatus further comprises an iteration control means for determining number of times of iteration according to at 
least one of a demanded error correction capability and a permitted processing delay amount, and setting the 
determined number of times of iteration into said first and second error correction decoding means. 

70 56. An error correction decoding apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
correction encoding apparatus according to clairn 51. characterized in that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding for the horizontal direction of 
75 the first two-dimensional information block included in the received encoded signal, on the basis of the first two- 

dimensional inspection block included in said encoded signal, and outputting a first decoded two-dimensional 
information block; 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding for the vertical direction of 
an information block included in the first decoded two-dimensional information block output said first error cor- 
20 rection decoding means, corresponding to said second two-dimensional information block, on the basis of the 

second two-dimensional inspection block included in said received encoded signal, and outputting a second 
decoded two-dimensional information block; 

a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing between said first 
error correction decoding means and said second error correction decoding means at least once, and output- 

25 ting the first and second decoded two-dimensional information blocks thus subjected to iterative decoding; and 

a selection means for causing the error correction decoding processing using only the first error correction 
decoding means, the error correction decoding processing respectively using the first and second error correc- 
tion decoding means, and the error correction decoding processing respectively using the first, second, and 
third error correction decoding means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission 

30 channel state and a property of the transmitted information signal. 

57. An error correction decodir>g apparatus for receiving and decoding the encoded signal transmitted from the error 
correction encoding apparatus according to claim 51. characterized In that said error correction decoding appara- 
tus comprises: 

35 1 

a second error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding for the vertical direction of 
an information block included in the received encoded signal, corresponding to said second two-dimensional 
information block, on the basis of the second two-dimensional inspection block included in said received 
encoded signal, and outputting a second decoded two-dimensional information block; and 

40 a first error correction decoding means for conducting error correction decoding for the horizontal direction of 

the second decoded two-dimensional Information block output from said second error correction decoding 
means and the first two-dimensional information block included in said received encoded signal, on the basis 
of the first two-dimensional inspection block included in said encoded signal, and outputting a first decoded 
two-dimensional information block, and the second decoded two-dimensional information block further sub- 

45 jected to the error correction; 

a third error correction decoding means for iterating error correction decoding processing between said first 
error correction decoding means and said second error correction decoding means at least once, and output- 
ting the first and second decoded two-dimensional information blocks thus subjected to iterative decoding: and 
a selection means for causing the error correction decoding processing using only the first error correction 

50 decoding rneans. the error correction decoding processing respectively using the first and second error correc- 

tion decoding means, and the error correction decoding processing respectively using the first, second, and 
third error correction decoding means to be selectively executed, on the basis of at least one of a transmission 
channel state and a property of the transmitted Information signal. 

55 58. An error correction encoding apparatus according to claim 51 . characterized in that unimportant Information requir- 
ing a predetermined first transmission quality is assigned to said first two-dimensional information block except said 
second two-dimensional Information block, and important information requiring a higher transmission quality than 
said first transmission quality Is assigned to the second two-dimensional information block. 
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59. An error correction encoding ap|iPltus according to claim 51. characterized imBBt information transmitted by 
using a first transmission scheme having a predetermined intensity against transmission errors is assigned to said 
first two-dimensional information block except said second twoKJimensional information block, and infbrmation 
transmitted by using a second transmission scheme having an intensity against transmission errors lower than that 

5 of the first transmission scheme is assigned to the second two<iimensional information block. 

60. An error correction decoding apparatus according to claim 38. 45 or 54, characterized in that said error correction 
decoding apparatus further comprises, on an input side of said first and second error correction decoding means, 
a normalization means for normalizing a signal level of each of signal sequences or signal blocks to be input to said 

10 first and second error correction decoding means, on the basis of a level of the received encoded signal. 
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